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MOCK INTERVIEW ASSIGNMENT

In-class mock interview: Choose someone in class to interview. Your purpose is to find out something unique about your classmate to share orally with the class. You must say more than, “John likes skiing.” Instead be prepared to elaborate about the person’s interests, beliefs or goals.

Write out ten questions on your own paper before interviewing the person and be ready to add, take away, or change the questions while talking to the person. Take accurate but brief notes. If you like a particularly interesting comment or a clever turn of phrase, quote the person directly, making sure you copy down the exact words.

Classmate: ______________________________________________

QUESTIONING STRATEGIES AND TRIGGERS

Your questions will start out broadly with general questions related to the person’s interests, beliefs, and goals. For example, you might ask a classmate what he/she would do if given a week to pursue any interest. Or you could ask what belief does the classmate have that he/she would be willing to fight for, or what the short term and ling term goals this person has. You want to ask questions related to all three areas so that you can decide on which one to focus the rest of your questions. During the actual interview you will need to narrow your questions and ask the person for specific examples, personal descriptions and thoughtful support concerning one area. 

Remember that questions include the words who, what, where, when, why, and how. The why and how triggers will initiate the more involved and personal responses. 

Some of the words listed below the three areas might aide in the formulation of your questions.

	INTERESTS
	BELIEFS
	GOALS

	Athletic
	Friends/family
	Future

	Performing arts
	Religious
	Long term/short term

	School related
	School/education
	Education

	Home or shop based
	Moral
	Work

	Political
	Character
	Family

	Background
	Guiding
	Personal development

	Prior experience
	Central
	Habits

	Time spent
	Priority
	Support

	Other people involved
	Controversial
	Resources

	Unique style or talent
	Origin
	Visionary

	Future plans
	Life changing
	Society


“The opposite of talking isn’t listening. The opposite of talking is waiting.” – Fran Liebowitz

PAGE  
E 
© Far West Edge 1995


