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Dear Senior,


In a few short months you will be out of high school and started on another journey. This last year will give you the opportunity to take stock of your skills and demonstrate problem solving, self-directed learning, decision-making capabilities and independence. The Senior Project process gives you a chance (finally!) to choose your area of study, to combine your knowledge and skills from various disciplines, to satisfy your curiosity and to utilize your talents in a productive manner. 


Your Senior Project experience will involve true exploration. You will select a topic of your choice, gather a knowledge foundation by researching using secondary and primary sources while writing a research paper related to your chosen topic. You will then complete a project that demonstrates application of some aspect of your research. This project must involve a learning stretch. You need to engage in a project that causes you to grow intellectually and emotionally. (These attributes are the keys to significant learning.) The last facet of this learning journey is to give a formalized speech in front of a team of adults (judges for your Senior Boards). After your formal speech you will have the opportunity to field questions from these folks. Of course, these questions will be related to your research, your project and your personal learning. To help your Senior Board judges understand more about you and your Senior Project, they will review your Senior Project Portfolio which will include not only your research paper but other items as well. 


For instance, let’s assume that you are really interested in ecology; you might choose to study the effects of plastic pollution on the ocean environment. Your project might be twofold. You will conduct independent research related to the information you found while writing your research paper. You will then present your research process and results and a plan of action to the biology classes. During your Senior Boards you will talk formally about what your research paper taught you and what you learned during the project phase. Or maybe you are interested in the field of art and researched how artists use art to express concern about social issues. For your project you might decide to put together an art show which is centered around a particular social issue you are interested in and which will include some of your own art work or that of local artists. Your portfolio and speech will be used to help assess your chosen Senior Project learning journey. 


You are a senior. You are special and represent years of education. It is time to show what you know, what you can do and celebrate your achievements! You are ready for this experience because you have been preparing for a lifetime. As John F. Kennedy once said, “Effort and courage are not enough without purpose and direction.” It is your time to stand up and be counted.

“How often events, by chance and unexpectedly, come to pass, which you had dared not even hope for." -- Terence
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