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Dear Parents/Guardians of Seniors:

As your son/daughter may have indicated to you, our seniors are required to complete a Senior Project. This project has four components: a research paper, a project, a portfolio, and an oral presentation of the paper and project to a panel of community members. Each of these individual elements is a requirement for graduation from the Antelope Valley Union High School District.  It is, however, possible for a student to pass the four components but not pass the class. This project will call upon your son/daughter to use the skills s/he has acquired and practiced throughout twelve years of formal education. Students are allowed to choose their own topic of study and are encouraged to complete a project of great interest to them. Projects are not limited to careers or community service although the project will address a career component.

The first component of the Senior Project will require the student to use specific skills such as research, organization, and time management to produce a paper that has been typed, or word-processed, and is 5 – 10 pages in length.  The research paper will be completed during the fall semester.  The second component is the actual project, a hands-on experience or product related to some aspect of the research topic.  This project must involve a learning stretch. The student needs to engage in a project that causes s/he to grow intellectually and emotionally.  The student will need a mentor who will provide some expertise on the project and verify that the student has spent at least fifteen hours working on it.  The third component is the portfolio, where the student keeps a record of the project, along with his/her research paper and the AV BRIDGE from school-to-careers items, such as an updated resume and completed job, college, or scholarship application forms.  The portfolio is very attractive to prospective employers, as well as colleges.  The fourth component is a 6 – 10 minute oral presentation given by the student to a panel of community members. In addition to presenting the paper and project, the student will explain the learning that occurred in completing the research and project and answer any questions the panel members may have.  Presentations are scheduled for the month of April and May.  Students are required to save all Senior Project work completed and in progress on at least three separate electronic file locations.
One of the objectives of the Senior Project is to meet the AVUHSD career development goals. These objectives include career preparation and investigation that ensure a smoother transition from school to work. This project will give students the opportunity to explore a career that might interest them and help decide whether that career really is for them.  A second objective is to teach students to prioritize their time in order to meet deadlines. Due dates for the components are given many weeks in advance and students are expected to meet them. Not being in school on the day of the deadline does not excuse a student from the responsibility of turning the item in on the required date. The student is expected to arrange to have the item delivered to school either by a friend or a parent. However, exceptions may be made for serious illness and emergencies.

A successful Senior Project involves parent, teacher, and mentor support as well as student initiative, flexibility, and self-discipline.  We hope you will take an active role in ensuring that your son/daughter completes this project. If we all work together, this will be one of the most rewarding experiences the students will have in high school! If you have any questions, please call me at: (661)         ext.           or e-mail:      @avhsd.org.

Each student has been given a student manual on CD; additionally you and your student may access the manual electronically at moodle.avhsd.org.  Please review this manual with your senior and sign the tear-off slip below indicating that you have done so.  Should your student lose his/her CD, or if you would like a copy of it for yourself, it may be purchased from the Student Store for $5.00.

Sincerely,

     
I have reviewed this material with my student.  I understand these deadlines have been assigned weeks in advance.

_______________________________________           _____________________________________      _______

  (Student’s Printed Name)
       (Student’s Signature)

(Date)


______________________________________             _____________________________________      _______ (Parent’s Printed Name)
        (Parent’s Signature)

(Date)
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