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PROJECT SELECTION ANALYSIS PART II

“No one knows what he can do till he tries.” – Pubilius Syrus

So you have selected your Senior Project area of focus; it is now time to carefully evaluate your decision. Remember that you will be “living and breathing” this project process for several months; take the time now to analyze why you chose what you did. If, after the evaluation, you begin to suspect that your choice is really not going to interest you over an extended period of time, will cost too much money, will be too hard to research, will be too difficult or too easy, or “just isn’t that neat,” begin the topic selection process again. It is much easier to change topics BEFORE you begin the Senior Project journey than after you have spent valuable time just spinning your wheels. 

My first topic choice is:      
PHASE 1: The Research Paper

Narrow your topic choice and think of three different ways to approach your paper. For example, let’s say that you are very interested in a history project and decide to focus on John F. Kennedy and his administration. That topic is too broad for a research paper. Entire books have been written about President Kennedy; limit or narrow your topic. Examples of narrowing are as follows:

· Your paper could investigate his assassination and the various theories surrounding that tragedy. 

· Your paper could focus on the Bay of Pigs incident and whether or not that type of episode could ever occur again.

· Your paper could focus upon what you think his major contribution as a president was and how that contribution has impacted our society today.

The key is to narrow your topic and give yourself some options. List three possible narrowed focuses for your topic area:

Option 1:      
Option 2:      
Option 3:      
A research paper implies simply by its name that you will be exploring, investigating, discovering, and deciding something about the topic you have chosen. Think about three different thesis statements that you could use to focus your paper. Examples:

· The Kennedy assassination was a Cuban conspiracy. 

· The Bay of Pigs incident could never occur again. 

· The civil rights legislation of the Kennedy administration was the most significant contribution that he made as a president. 

Your thesis should focus and direct you. Write a possible thesis statement for each of the options that you listed above. Thesis statements for:

Option 1:      
Option 2:      
Option 3:      
On a scale of one to ten, (1 = lowest, 10 = highest) rate your thesis options in terms of how interested you really are in research in each of them. 

Option 1:      
Option 2:      
Option 3:      
PHASE 2: The Physical Project

Think of one possible physical project that would relate to your research paper. Again, the key is to brainstorm and to give yourself some choices. Examples:

· Team with a social studies teacher and, using your research information, design a mock trial for Lee Harvey Oswald; perform the trial for the social studies classes.

· Using your research as a basis, write a short story that deals with an invasion of a foreign country and try to get the story published. 

· Create a civil rights awareness day for your school, bring in speakers, have an art show, show films and set up a special section in the library of related books; let the whole school participate in your physical project. 

Describe one physical project for each of your thesis statements:

Option 1:      
Option 2:      
Option 3:      
Estimate possible expenses for each of your project options; then consider your budget. List possible expenses for each of your project ideas. (You may have to conduct research or consult an expert for potential costs.)

Option 1 costs:      
Option 2 costs:      
Option 3 costs:      
Consider the time factor involved in each of your project ideas. Think about your schedule. Try to determine how much time each of your options will involve. (Remember that a minimum of fifteen hours is required.)

Option 1 time:      
Option 2 time:      
Option 3 time:      
Study the analysis chart below. Your task is to take the information you have about your Senior Project selection and fill in a like chart. (To determine the number of points each of your topics is worth refer to the scoring chart you completed in Project Selection Analysis Part 1.)

	Research Project Topics
	Related Project
	Possible Costs
	Time Factor
	Points

	1. Kennedy Assassination
	Mock trial
	$15.00
	25 hours
	6

	2. Bay of Pigs
	Short story
	$25.00
	35 hours
	6

	3. Civil Rights
	Civil Rights Day
	$25.00
	35 hours
	9


	Research Project Topics
	Related Project
	Possible Costs
	Time Factor
	Points

	1.      
	     
	     
	     
	     

	2.      
	     
	     
	     
	     

	3.      
	     
	     
	     
	     


You have now analyzed and narrowed an area. If you have decided that you have “found” something you like, you are ready for the Senior Project journey. If you are having second thoughts about your topic selection, you will want to reconsider and select another area of study. Repeat the entire selection process with your second choice from the Project Selection Analysis Part I. 

Much of the success you will have on the Senior Project journey will be determined by your topic selection. Since this is an important decision, take the time to make the right choice. 

“There is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so.”  -- Shakespeare
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