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ANTI-PLAGIARISM TIPS

Remember that there are two reasons for documentation, other than that you were told to do so. 

1. Somebody went to a lot of trouble to gather information you are using.  The author might have spent months at the bottom of the ocean risking life and limb observing sharks. He/she might have spent years traveling from city to city gathering data.  Whatever the case, remember that he/she worked harder for his/her information than you did looking it up, so give credit where credit is due.

2. On the other hand, maybe the author’s information is erroneous, biased, or in some way untrue. Again, but in the negative sense, give credit where credit is due.  You won’t (if due caution and adequate sources were used) be blamed for another author’s inaccuracies if you haven’t claimed them as your own by failing to document. 

If your information includes numbers, document it.  This is true even if the fact is just something you remember from somewhere.  Find out where you heard it; check accuracy.  For every fact we truly remember, there lurk a dozen non-facts we just think we remember.  If in doubt, check with your Senior Seminar teacher.

Just because a piece of information is in print doesn’t mean it’s true.  The pulp tabloids (i.e. National Enquirer, Star, etc.) provide good examples, but less sensational ones abound. Double-check any questionable or controversial information.

The more sources you use, the less likely you are to use another author’s words.  Using more sources provides you with enough information to:

· Realize that different sources give different data.

· Make comparisons and contrasts.

· Make connections between different pieces of information.

· Draw your own conclusions.

The less information you have, the less you will have to say and, therefore, the more you’ll find yourself relying on another author.

Avoiding plagiarism requires using higher level thinking skills.  It can’t be done by using penmanship skill alone. You must:

· Look up information (knowledge level).

· Understand it (comprehension level).

· Apply it to your topic (application level).

· Analyze it – how does it compare to or connect with other information you have? (analysis level)

· Put it all together in a way that supports your thesis (synthesis level).

· Make some judgments about the information you found – is it true? Accurate? Biased? (evaluation level)

· A good on-line reference is this site:  www.dianahacker.com
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