SELECTING A RESEARCH PAPER TOPIC

Read the following research paper titles and the accompanying thesis statements. These examples may help you in selecting a topic and narrowing it down to a specific focus.

What is a Thesis Statement?

It is the statement at the beginning of the research paper that states what the writer’s topic is and what his/her opinion is about this topic.  The thesis statement makes the claim that the rest of the paper will try to prove with evidence and facts found by research.  The thesis is usually placed in the first paragraph as the last sentence.  

1.  Report Title: Encouraging Youth Involvement in Sports 

Thesis:
  Involving teens in sports has been shown to benefit youth by offering a healthy alternative to drugs and other harmful activities. In order to successfully motivate young people to stay involved in sports, a well trained and knowledgeable coach is essential.  

2.  Report Title:  The Importance of Proper Automobile Engine Maintenance
Thesis:  Undoubtedly, engine maintenance is the most important part of owning a car.

3.  Report Title:  The Important Role of Music Producers in the Entertainment Industry
Thesis:
  People should become aware of the important influence a music producer has on the music they hear by creating the beat, unique sounds, and new styles for all songs.  In fact, one could argue that modern music production has become the most important part of a song.

4.  Report Title:  The Importance of Maintaining a Good Credit Rating
Thesis:
  People should become aware early on of the important role good credit will play in their future when applying for this loan so that they do not make a mistake that will later disqualify them for crucial loans such a mortgage loan.

5.  Report Title:  How Art Improves Society

Thesis:
  It can be argued that the benefits that result from the development of artistic skills are actually what America’s workforce and youth will need to succeed in the future.

6.  Report Title:  The Benefits of Team Sports
Thesis:
  The participation of young people in team sports is beneficial in so many ways for their physical and mental health that schools and communities should take steps to develop more programs that make team sports easily available to more youth.

7.  Report Title:  Students Need Help to Select a Career
Thesis:
  Choosing a career to match one’s abilities and interests is critical to achieving satisfaction and happiness in life and more emphasis must be placed on determining a career objective while one is still in school.

8.  Report Title:  The Need to Laugh
Thesis:
  The importance of keeping humor and laughter in one’s life can be easily overlooked with the endless demands of everyday life; however, people need to realize the important role laughter in life and the need to appreciate good comedy.

9.  Report Title:  Illegal Immigrants Are Here to Stay
Thesis:
  Most of the numerous illegal immigrants in the United States had no other choice but to come to here seeking work to support themselves and their families.  These hard-working people are increasingly unjustly neglected and disrespected by our society; they deserve some allowances for their contribution to this economy. 

10.  Report Title:  The Importance of Bilingual Education
Thesis:
  People need to become aware of the advantages of bilingual education in order to promote it as an effective method of teaching the English language while developing other cognitive skills using the native language.

11.  Report Title:  Avoiding Automobile Shop Scams
Thesis:
  It has become increasingly apparent that consumers must be better prepared to make more knowledgeable choices when selecting a repair shop and when making repair agreements with a shop to avoid becoming a victim of an automobile repair scam.

12.  Report Title:  The Importance of Skilled Masonry
Thesis:
  Sometimes people will try to cut corners when doing masonry type work and do it themselves or hire an amateur without understanding that masonry work must be done in a correct manner by a person with knowledge of proper procedures or the work done will not last or look as planned.  

13.  Report Title:  The Influence of the Internet

Thesis:  It is now becoming apparent that with our growing reliance on the Internet in our daily lives, it will no longer be an option to have Internet access in the common American household, but a necessity.
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