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HOW TO WRITE A THESIS STATEMENT

Q. What is a thesis?  A.  A thesis is the central idea of your paper (your topic) and your opinion:   Topic + Opinion = THESIS
Q.  Where do I get my thesis from?  A.  The thesis usually grows out of a general subject area, focuses on a specific topic, and becomes a thesis as it is narrowed even more and includes your viewpoint:

· Subject Area – Nuclear War

· Topic – Nuclear weapons and the future of our planet

· THESIS – We risk global annihilation from the misuse of nuclear missiles.  Our only chance for survival is disarmament.
· (Topic – We risk global annihilation from the misuse of nuclear missiles. + Opinion – Our only chance for survival is disarmament. = THESIS).

You will probably not have a clearly defined thesis when you begin an assignment; instead, your thesis will develop as you explore the subject area.  As you develop your thesis, you must defend it thoroughly.

Q.  How can I defend my thesis?  A.  Moving from subject area > topic > thesis requires some probing, research, and analysis.  There are two ways to defend your thesis:  raising questions and explaining ideas.

1.  Raising Questions:  The “Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?” questions, among others, will help you generate ideas for developing and defending your thesis.  For example:

· Who has nuclear missiles today?
· What effect would deployed missiles have on life?
· When might an accidental deployment occur?
· Why is disarmament our only solution?
· How can we encourage governments to dismantle nuclear missiles?
As your thesis becomes more and more focused, you may discard some of your questions (and research) as no longer being applicable.  You will surely pose follow-up questions in order to expand upon an idea and discuss it thoroughly.  You may even change your thesis as you learn more and think more about your topic.  As you defend your thesis, consider your opposition’s views, for you must recognize and repudiate them convincingly:

· Isn’t accidental deployment impossible?

· Nuclear readiness is a reliable deterrent to war.

· Can we be sure that disarmament is adhered to?

Be sure, too, that your thesis does not insult your opposition:

· “Only a fool believes that nuclear missiles help to maintain peace.”

2.  Explaining ideas:  In addition to raising questions, test various writing strategies that can help you to explore and      defend your thesis:


Definition


Process Analysis


Description

Comparison/Contrast


Illustration


Cause/Effect

Keep in mind that Analysis and Argument are central to defending your thesis.  You must, therefore, examine each part of your thesis and persuade your reader to accept your position.

Q.  How can I tell if my thesis is manageable?  A.  As you work toward your thesis, make sure that it is “do” able.  It should be neither so wide that it will require volumes to discuss, nor so narrow that you can find little or nothing to support it and to write about.  Keep the requirements of the assignment in mind.  How many pages is the minimum?  How many pages is the maximum? 

Be sure, too, that you have stated it clearly and concisely, and that it is logical and permits debate.  For example:

· Nuclear missiles cause war, and just one mediumzed missile can cause global annihilation.
This thesis places responsibility for war on missiles rather than on people.  It also draws conclusions about the force of a single “medium-sized” (?) missile, leaving little room for investigation and analysis.  It settles the issue in advance of its defense.

Q.  How can I organize my ideas?  A.  Your ideas should flow smoothly and logically from one point to the next.  A list or an outline can be a helpful and elastic guide as you go about supporting your thesis.  Note that all of the major elements of the thesis have been broken down into topic sentences and are ready to be defended.  How many reasons can you provide to support each of these topic sentences?

· Nuclear missiles can cause global annihilation.
· It is too easy to misuse nuclear missiles.
· Our only chance for survival is nuclear disarmament.
Q.  How can I get started, begin writing?  A.  Review all of your notes from all of your sources of information: books, magazines, interviews, journal articles, newspaper articles, web sites, etc.  Then experiment with the many techniques for getting started.  They can help you to generate ideas and transform them onto paper or computer:  brainstorming, free writing, graphic illustrators (such as word clustering or mind mapping), listing, outlining, etc.  Keep in mind that the composing process is recursive, not linear; thus, you may need to try some of these techniques before you discover your thesis, and use them again if you get stuck. . .and again and again and again as you work toward your final draft.

Q.  What about my audience?  A.  Keep your audience clearly in mind as you work through the writing process so that your thesis, the defenses you choose to support it, and the language you use in your discussion, are appropriate.
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