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ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

RESEARCH PAPER FORMAT

 In 1990, the AVUHSD adopted the Modern Language Association (MLA) style for documenting sources in all academic papers.  The best source for information about the MLA format is the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 5th edition, by Joseph Gibaldi, and published by the Modern Language Association in New York in 1999.  Another good source of abbreviated information on the MLA style may be found in Write for College, pages 284 through 371.  (Note:  The Senior Project Paper must be a minimum of five (5) full pages excluding the Outline and Works Cited. It should be not longer than ten (10) pages.  The final draft must be typed in Times New Roman 12 point font.)   

Parts of the Paper:


Outline – does not get a page number.  (Optional)


Introduction


Body


5 – 10 pages; typed; Times New Roman 12 point font.


Conclusion


Works Cited (bibliography)

1. Outline:  Use the diagram below to properly space your Outline.  It will include your thesis statement and supporting paragraphs.





2. Introduction:

The introduction must include your thesis statement.  The thesis statement clearly states the topic or main point of your paper.  It helps the reader understand exactly what will be covered in your paper.  You may choose to begin your introduction with your thesis statement, or you may begin with general remarks, an interesting quotation, a startling fact or other attention-getting information, which leads into the thesis statement.  The introduction should be very brief; probably no more that two paragraphs.

3. Body:

This section will be relatively long because it gives all the information necessary to support or prove your thesis.

· You must indicate the source of all words and ideas that are not your own.

· You must indicate the source of all material that is directly quoted.

· Indicate the source by citing the author’s last name and the page numbers on which you found the information inside parentheses following the quote or idea in your paper (See example).

At the beginning of the novel, Chief of Police Clumly represents law and order, while 

the Sunlight Man represents “absolute, anarchistic freedom” (Cowart 63).

· Do not use quotation marks if you are stating the author’s ideas in your own words.

· Use quotation marks around the words of the author you copy directly from the source.  Use quotation marks if the quote is less than four lines long.

· If your direct quotation is more than three lines long, indent each line of the quotation five spaces from the left margin.  Do not use quotation marks around a long, indented quote.

4. Conclusion:

This section presents the writers conclusion that supports the original thesis statement and summarizes the important evidence presented in the body of the paper.  It will be brief; probably one to three paragraphs long.

5. Works Cited:

This section lists all of the sources of information you used in writing your paper.  It must contain a minimum of five (5) different sources.  Do not include a source unless you actually cited it somewhere in your paper!  Be sure to include all of the sources that are cited in your paper. There must be at least one primary source.  The encyclopedia will not count as a source.  The types of sources should be varied; you should have at least three different types of sources.  For example, all of your sources cannot be Internet sites or personal interviews.  You should have an interview (or two), some print sources (like magazine or journal articles, books, newspaper articles) and some internet sources.  

The works cited page follows a specific format that is described below:

· The works cited page is the last page of the paper

· Sources are arranged alphabetically according to the author’s last name

· If the entry is longer than one line, indent the second line and all other lines for the entry five spaces

· Be sure to double space

· If you use two sources by the same author, insert three hyphens and a period in place of the author’s name at the start of the second and all later references.  An example follows:

Manchel, Frank.  When Movies Began to Speak.    New Jersey:Prentice, 1969.

---.  When Pictures Began to Move.  New Jersey:Prentice, 1969.

· Only listings for magazine and newspaper articles indicate the page numbers on which the article can be found; no page numbers are listed for books.

· Underline book, magazine, newspaper, film and filmstrip titles.

· Put quotation marks around titles of articles from magazines, newspapers and anthologies.

· Punctuate correctly.  (See following examples)

BOOK

Author.  Title.    Place:   Publisher,  Year.

 MAGAZINE
Author.  “Title.”  Magazine  Volume  (Issue):  Pages.

BOOK BY TWO AUTHORS
Hallberg, Edmond C.,  and William G. Thomas.  When I was Your Age. New York:The Free 

           Press, 1974.

ARTICLE IN A MAGAZINE
Barthelme, Donald.  “The Captured Woman.”  The New Yorker.  28 June 1976:22

 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
McManus, Doyle.  “Panel Revisits McFarlane, Seeks Proof of Cover-up”.                  

Los Angeles Times  22 February 1987:I,7  
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Is Anybody Out There?  The Value of Chat Groups





on the Internet





     Thesis:  Meaningful conversations in chat groups are possible, but finding them 





     might take time.





     I.	Chat groups have created a cultural controversy.





	A.  They provide real support for some people.





	B.  They also exclude many people





     II.	Chat groups have serious limitations.





	A.  People talk only to people like them.





	B.  Poor people have no access to these conversations.





     III.	The quality of conversation in chat groups is inconsistent.





	A.  Too many charlatans and too few civic leaders participate.





	B.  Too many virtual conversations are simply junk conversations.





	C.  Some people look for self-affirmation in textual conversations.





      IV.	Chat groups are here to stay.





	A.  Individuals will have to decided how much time and money to invest 





      in searching for meaningful conversations.


 





Capitalize the first, last, and most important words in the title.  Don’t use quotation marks around the title.





Outline does not get a page number.
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