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FINAL REFLECTIVE ESSAY INSTRUCTIONS

The Final Reflective Essay will be your final exam for your Senior Seminar class. It must be two to three (2-3) typed pages, in MLA format*. Use your answers from the Worksheet on Entire Experience as a basis for your final essay. Of course you do not need to include all 21 questions; focus on the few that are most important and significant to you.

During this last year in high school, you experienced many things: you made new friends, participated in school activities, had a problem in a class, or experienced some sort of change in your family or academic life.  You also had to face and overcome the challenges presented by Senior Seminar and Senior Project. Take a look at your Senior Seminar and Senior Project experiences and think about how they could be metaphors for life, how they could stand for some significant idea about how the world is.

Thinking about your Senior Project experiences this past year, choose one that stands for something beyond your own experience. Write your thoughts about this experience and what knowledge about the world it signifies for you. Allow your thinking to be a search for the meaning of this experience not only as it applies to you but as it may apply to the world at large.

Searching and Selecting

· Searching: Explore your answers to the Worksheet on Entire Experience for events that changed your attitude about people, places, and long-held beliefs. Remember that you’re looking for life-changing experiences.

· Selecting: Make sure your subject can pass the before-and-after test: “Before completing Senior Project, I was …, but after completing Senior Project, I …” (This structure provides an effective frame for this form of writing.)

Writing and Revising

· Writing: Experiment with different starting points for your essay: establishing background, describing the setting, jumping into the action, and so on. Also consider how you will discuss the significance of this experience in your life. You may want to incorporate some of these devices into your essay:

1. Narrated anecdotes from personal experience

2. Description of scenes or personalities

3. Points of comparison or contrast

4. Explanation of causes and effects

5. Lists of details

6. Internal as well as external conversation

7. Use of relevant imagery

8. Extended metaphors

· Reviewing: If you’re concerned about the freshness or immediacy of your writing, go back to your Worksheet on Entire Experience. Scan your answers for interesting phrases and ideas to incorporate into your essay. 

· Refining: Be sure to proofread, edit and refine your essay before submitting your final draft.

Evaluating

· Is the experience re-created with specific detail?

· Is the significance of the subject – the change it has brought about – effectively presented?

(Adapted from CAP Writing Assessment: Grade 12, December 1987 and Write For College by Sebranek, Meyer and Kemper. Great Source Education Group, Wilmington, MA, 1997.)
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