Psychology

Mr. Perry
Music & Emotions Project

Theme: Throughout our lifetimes, especially during adolescence, music plays a prominent role in how we deal with certain feelings, relate to certain situations, or cope with family and friends. The music we choose to listen to has as much to say about ourselves as what we have to say about the world. And our emotions, whether positive or destructive, are usually the catalytic forces behind our choices. The music, in turn, often involves songs dealing with the uniquely human phenomena we call our feelings. 

Format: Using PowerPoint (or similar presentation-type software), answer the following questions in paragraph format (in this order):

1. What do you believe the songs are about? 

2. How do the songs relate to childhood, adolescence, or the human lifespan? 

3. What feelings, problems, conflicts, etc. are being conveyed in the songs? 

4. How did the songs “speak” to you personally? How could you relate to them (either positively or negatively)? Use a real-life example or explanation to support your answer. 

There are a number of different ways you can choose to complete this assignment:

· Pick any two songs that elicit a specific emotion (happiness, sadness, anxiety, anger). These songs need not deal with the same theme.

· Pick any two songs that employ the same theme, but may elicit contrasting emotions.
· Pick any two songs that cover the same theme through differing perspectives. The emotions may be complementary or contrast each other.
Note: Which ever route you take, make sure to include the lyrics for each song (and, if possible, the song itself) with your finished analysis.
Note: This assignment is for extra credit only. There is no total grade. However, if you complete the project as explained, you may earn up to 50 points (up to five points for each question and five more for the lyrics of each song). 
