Sample IB Questions from the History of the Americas Exam
Colonization to Constitution

“American independence from Britain was not a revolution, but an evolution.”  To what extent do you agree with this view?  (2010)

Why did the United States go to war against British North America [Canada] in 1812?  (2010)

“The debates over the ratification of the Constitution contributed to the formation of national parties in the United States during the 1790s.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement? (2009)

Analyze the effects of colonial rule on Native American societies in two areas of the Americas. (2008)

To what extent were the ideas of the Enlightenment a cause of independence movements in either the United States or Latin America? (2008)

In what ways did the Declaration of Independence of 1776 justify the United States separation from Britain? (2008)

Assess the role of Christianity in one of the following colonial areas: British; Spanish; French. (2007)

For what reasons, and in what ways, was the United States Constitution of 1787 a “bundle of compromises”? (2007

Compare and contrast the main features of the administration of British and Spanish colonies by the middle of the eighteenth century.  (2006)

Evaluate the relative impact of economic measures and political ideas, in promoting independence in two colonies of the region.  (2006)

Why did the Articles of Confederation fail to provide strong government?  (2006)

Wars of Independence in the Americas were primarily caused by political grievances. To what extent do you agree with this view? Support your answer with detailed reference to any one war of independence in the period 1775 to 1824.  (2005)

Analyse the main problems facing the United States under the Articles of Confederation (1781). How far did the United States Constitution (1788) solve them?  (2005)

Compare and contrast the treatment of indigenous peoples in two countries of the region in the eighteenth century.  (2004)

“The Constitution of the United States, agreed between 1787 and 1791, was a revolutionary document for its time.” To what extent do you agree with this claim? (2004)

Explain why the treatment of indigenous peoples in the colonial period differed considerably according to the origin of the colonists.  (2003)

Analyse the role of different social classes in the Wars of Independence in either the United States or Latin America.

Compare and contrast the role of leadership of two of the following: Washington, Jefferson, Bolívar, San Martín.  (2003)

What were the main features of the Articles of Confederation, and how successful was the government that resulted from them?  (2003)

To what extent did either Britain or France govern their colonies in the Americas for their own economic gain? (2002)

To what extent were the grievances expressed in the Declaration of Independence successfully addressed by the Articles of Confederation?  (2002)

In what ways, and for what reasons, did the treatment of indigenous peoples in the eighteenth century differ in the Americas? At least two specific examples should be discussed.  (2001)

Compare and contrast the leadership role of two of the following in Wars of Independence in the US and Latin America: Washington, Jefferson, Bolívar, San Martín.   (2001)
“I have already intimated to you the dangers of parties ....” (George Washington, Farewell Address 1796). Why, despite George Washington’ warnings, did political parties emerge in the US in the period 1796 to 1828?  (2001)

Analyse the social structure of the immigrant population of the colonial society in any two parts or countries of the region in the second half of the eighteenth century.  (2000)
“Wars of independence in the Americas were primarily caused by economic grievances.”  Discuss how far this claim is justified with reference to any one war of independence in the region in the period 1775 to 1850.  (2000)

The Gilded Age & Progressive Era

Discuss the impact of the development of the modern state (1865-1929) on the Native American population in one country of the region.  (2010)

Analyse the successes and failures of Woodrow Wilson’s (1913-1921) domestic and foreign policies.  (2009)

Analyse the impact of educational reforms in one country of the region in the period from 1850-1919.  (2009)

In what ways did the building of railroads stimulate economic activity in one country of the Americas in the second half of the nineteenth century? (2008)

Anaylse the domestic and foreign policies of one leader in one country of the region between 1850 and 1919.  (2008)

Assess the significance of Booker T. Washington in the advancement of African-American rights. (2008)

Evaluate the influence of intellectuals on society in one country of the region during the period 1890 to 1919. (2008)

Assess the impact of immigration on one country of the region from the mid nineteenth to the early twentieth century. (2007)

Analyse the main features and impact of one cultural or intellectual development in the Americas in the period 1850 to 1919. (2007)

Explain why there was a high level of immigration into one country of the region, in the second half of the nineteenth century.  (2006)

In what ways, and to what extent, did the building of railroads stimulate economic activity in the Americas in the second half of the nineteenth century?  (2005)

What were the aims of the Progressives, and to what extent were they achieved by 1920?  Support your answer with specific examples from one or more countries of the region.  (2005)

In what ways, and for what reasons, were there changes in immigration policies in the second half of the nineteenth century in one country of the region?  (2004)

Analyse the main features and impact of one cultural or one intellectual development in the Americas in the period from 1850 to 1919.  (2004)

Compare and contrast the ideas of Booker T Washington and W E B Du Bois on improving the position of African-Americans in the United States.  (2004)

Using specific evidence from one or more countries in the region, assess to what extent immigrants’ expectations of social and economic opportunities were fulfilled in the period 1850 to 1919.  (2003)

Assess the influence of intellectuals on society in one country in the region, in the period1890-1919.  (2003)

In what ways, and for what reasons, did the aims of the Progressives appeal to people in the Americas from the late 1890s to 1914? Support your answer with specific evidence from one or more countries in the region.  (2003)

Compare and contrast the experience of two different groups of immigrants in the United States in the period 1890 to 1914.  (2002)

Analyse the aims of the Progressives in the United States. To what extent had they achieved their aims by 1920?  (2002)

Analyse the differences in the objectives and methods for advancing African-Americans in the US of Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois.  (2001)

Assess the extent to which Booker T Washington offered African-Americans effective leadership in the period between 1880 and 1915.  (2000)

Imperialism & World War I

Define the United States’ policy of Moral Diplomacy and discuss its impact on the region.  (2010)

Compare and contrast the impact of territorial expansion on the development of two countries of the region between 1885 and 1919.  (2009)

To what extent were the United States policies toward Latin America between 1898 and 1936 motivated by economic reasons?  Support your answers with examples of two specific policies introduced by the United States.  (2009)

Define what the Monroe Doctrine was and analyse how it was applied in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century.  Support your answer with specific examples.  (2008)

“It was the U-boat campaign of 1917 which brought the United States into the First World War.”  To what extent would you agree with this statement? (2007)

“The main aim of Franklin Roosevelt’s policy towards Latin America (1933-45) was to improve relations between the two regions.” Assess the validity of this statement.  (2006)

The Spanish-American War of 1898 was a turning point in relations between the United States and Latin America. To what extent do you agree with this statement?  (2005)

Analyse the key developments of United States policy in Latin America in the period 1898 to 1936. (2004)

With reference to two countries in the region analyse the reasons for, and the effects of, the Good Neighbor Policy of the United States.  (2003)

How successful was the United States’ foreign policy towards Latin America in the first decade of the twentieth century?  (2002)

In what ways, and for what reasons, did the US intervene in Latin America in the period 1898 to 1932?  (2001)

For what reasons, and with what results, did the United States intervene in Latin America in the period 1898 to 1932?  (2000)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Great Depression & New Deal

Why was there opposition to the New Deal policies of Franklin D. Roosevelt?  (2010)

In what ways, and with what success, did the government of one country in the region [the Americas] try to solve the problems of the Great Depression?  (2009)

“The Great Depression changed governments’ views of their role and responsibility.”  With reference to two countries of the region, to what extent do you agree with this statement? (2008)

To what extent was the Wall Street Crash a cause of the Great Depression of 1929?  Support your argument with specific examples from one country of the region. (2007)

Analyse the causes of the Great Depression in one country in the Americas.  (2006)

With reference to one country of the region, analyse the causes of the Great Depression and assess the political impact of the Great Depression on that country.  (2005)

How, and with what success, did the government of any one country in the Americas try to solve the problems caused by the Great Depression? (2004)

Assess the impact of the Great Depression on the society of any one country of the region. Provide specific examples to support your answer.  (2002)

Explain why some Americans gained greatly from the economic boom of the 1920s and why others did not share fully in this prosperity.  (2000)

How and why did F D Roosevelt’s domestic policies in the 1930s affect the power of the presidency, the power of the states and attitudes towards government regulation of the economy?  (2000)

World War II

Analyse the social and economic effects of the Second World War on one country of the region.  (2010)

“The atomic bombs were necessary to end the Second World War.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement?  (2010)

Assess the impact of the Second World War on the economy of one country of the region.  (2009)

For what reasons, and with what results, were Japanese citizens of Canada and the United States

interned during the Second World War?  (2007)

Why did the United States become involved in the Second World War?  (2006)

With reference to one country of the region, evaluate the impact of the Second World War on the economy and on minority groups.  (2005)

Assess the effects of the Second World War on women and minorities in two countries in the region.  (2003)

Cold War

Analyse the successes and failures of President Kennedy’s foreign policies towards Latin America between 1961 and 1963.  (2010)

How did the Cold War change relations between the United States and either Latin America or Canada between 1953–1979?  (2007)
Why, and with what consequences, did the United States get involved in Korea?  (2007)

Analyse the relations between the United States and either Canada or one country in Latin America, between 1945 and 1965.  (2006)

Assess the successes and failures of the foreign policies of either Eisenhower (1953-61) or Kennedy (1961-63).  (2006)

In what ways, and with what results, did the Cold War influence relations between either Latin America or Canada with the United States in the period 1945 to 1957?  (2005)

Compare and contrast the Cold War policies of two of the following US presidents: Harry S. Truman (1945-53); Dwight D Eisenhower (1953-61); Ronald Reagan (1981-89).  (2005)

Assess the successes and failures of the foreign policies of either Harry S Truman (1945-52) or Richard Nixon (1969-74).  (2004)

Compare and contrast the Cold War policies of Truman and Eisenhower.  (2002)

With reference to their aims and actions, examine the foreign policy of one of the following presidents of the US: Truman; Eisenhower; Carter; Reagan.  (2001)

In what ways, and to what extent, did Eisenhower’s foreign policy demonstrate the limits of American power in the 1950s?  (2000)

Civil Rights

Why was the African-American Civil Rights Movement in the United States more effective in the years 1954 to 1964 than in the late 1960s?  (2010)

How successful was the Supreme Court in challenging segregation in the United States during the 1950s and 1960s?  (2009)

“Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X had similar philosophies but used different methods to campaign for civil rights.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement?  (2009)

With reference to two United States presidencies between 1945 and 1969, assess the role of the U.S. Federal Government in the achievement of African-American civil rights.  (2008)

To what extent had African Americans in the United States gained their civil and political rights by 1968?  (2007)

Explain how and why the position of African Americans improved in United States society between 1877 and 1945.  (2006)

For what reasons, and in what ways, did the Civil Rights movement in the United States become more radical between 1965 and 1968? (2006)

Compare and contrast the views of Booker T Washington (1856-1915) and Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-68) on the advancement of African-Americans.  (2005)

Evaluate the impact of Black Power on the civil rights movement in the United States during the second half of the 1960s.  (2005)

In what ways, and for what reasons, did the civil rights movement in the United States make significant progress in the period 1950 to 1964?  (2004)

Account for the development of the Civil Rights movement in the USA during the 1950s. To what extent had the movement achieved its aims by the time of the March on Washington (August 1963)?  (2003)

Analyse the successes and failures of the United States. Civil Rights movement between 1954 and 1964.  (2002)

In what ways, and for what reasons, were there differences in the philosophy and methods of the campaigns for civil rights of Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X?  (2001)

Compare the significance of the events at Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957 with those at Birmingham, Alabama in 1963 in the campaign for civil rights by African-Americans.  (2000)

Vietnam

Analyse the effects of the Vietnam War on the United States.  (2007)

The Vietnam War had a disastrous effect on the presidencies of both Lyndon B Johnson and Richard Nixon.. To what extent do you agree with this statement?  (2005)

“The outcome of the Vietnam War was determined not on the battlefield, but on the television screen.” How far do you agree with this judgment?  (2003)

Analyse the political impact of the Vietnam War upon the US between 1964 and 1974.  (2001)

Contemporary History

To what extent do you agree with the view that during the last decades of the twentieth century, access to new technology increased the gap between rich and poor nations?  (2010)

Analyse the foreign policy of President George H.W. Bush (1989-1993) towards two countries of the region.

For what reasons, and with what results, were women’s movements active between the 1960s and the 1980s?  Illustrate your answer with examples from one country of the region.  (2009)

Assess the successes and failures of the domestic policies of Lyndon Johnson (1963-1969).  (2009)

Compare and contrast the foreign policies of Richard Nixon (1969-1974) and Jimmy Carter (1977-1981).  (2009)

Compare and contrast the domestic policies of Jimmy Carter (1977-1981) and Ronald Reagan (1981-1989).  (2008)

Analyse the successes and failures of the foreign policies of either Richard Nixon (1969-1974) or George H.W. Bush (1989-1993).  (2008)

Analyse the aims and impact of the NAFTA agreements.  (2008)

“The presidency of Ronald Reagan marked a turning point in domestic affairs.” To what extent do you agree with this view?  (2007)

Examine the contribution of women to political developments in one country of the region in the twentieth century.  (2007)

“By the late 1960s it seemed to many Americans that the forces of chaos and radicalism were taking control of the nation.” To what extent did the domestic policies of either Richard Nixon (1969-74) or Jimmy Carter (1977-81) address this situation?  (2006)

In what ways, and to what extent, did the foreign policy of Ronald Reagan (1981-89) affect the Cold War?  (2006)

Compare and contrast the progress made by women since 1945 in two countries in the region.  (2006)

In what ways, and to what extent, did the role and status of women change in one country of the region during the twentieth century?  (2005)

“Their domestic policies brought significant improvements to the lives of many people in the United States.” To what extent do you agree with this verdict on the domestic policies of either Lyndon B Johnson (1963-68) or Ronald Reagan (1981-88)?  (2004)

In what ways, and for what reasons, did women’s role in society change after 1945? Support your answer with specific examples from one or more countries in the region.  (2004)

Assess the achievements and limitations of the domestic policies of one of the following presidents: Lyndon B Johnson (1963–9); Jimmy Carter (1977–81); Ronald Reagan (1981–9).  (2003)

Analyse the aims and achievements of the foreign policies of Harry S Truman (1945–53) and George Bush (1989–93).  (2003)

“Technology is a new type of imperialism.” Discuss this statement with reference to the impact of technology upon at least one country in the Americas during the twentieth century.  (2003)

Vietnam and Watergate destroyed the reputations of various United States. Presidents in the 1960s and 1970s.. To what extent do you agree with this judgment?  (2002)

Account for the emergence of the “women’s liberation” movement of the 1960s. How successful has it been in addressing its original concerns. Provide specific examples from one or more countries in the Americas to support your answer.  (2002)

President Reagan’s policies brought great benefits to the United States in the period 1981 to 1990. How far do you agree with this judgment?  (2002)

With reference to their aims and actions, examine the foreign policy of one of the following presidents of the US: Truman; Eisenhower; Carter; Reagan.  (2001)

Assess the achievements and limitations of the domestic policies of any two Presidents of the United States of America in the period 1961 to 1988.  (2000)

In what ways, and for what reasons, did the participation of women in politics change in any two countries of the region in the period 1960 to 1990?  (2000)

