Mock Trial Preparation
Introduction

For our mock trials, we will select one or more Supreme Court cases and simulate the Supreme Court process for adjudicating the case.   

First, we will simulate the oral argument stage and then the conference stage.  Attorneys will first present their arguments with questions from the justices.  This will be followed by the Conference stage in which the justices will each present their opinions and vote about the case.
1. Prepare a three page brief.
2. Present your argument in class. 

Steps:

1. Selection of  cases and roles:   

Role Play Attorneys for Petitioner or Respondent, or
       role play a specific justice on the U.S. Supreme Court

2. Trial Preparation

1. Attorneys represent their clients and write legal briefs

2. Justices write a draft opinion.

            Directions for Legal Brief or Opinion:   Three to five pages:

            Sections:  
       a. What are the facts of the case?

       b. What are the issues at stake?

       c. What are the relevant provisions of the Constitution and relevant Court 
            precedents?

d. What is your argument (for attorneys) Or your 
     opinion (for justices)?  What is your rationale?
             General Resources

1. oyez.org:  excellent for research and abstracts of precedents
            2. Scotuswiki:  links to legal briefs, amicus briefs, analyses, etc..
            3. Summaries of cases on wikipedia:  clear explanations!

            4. Biographies of Justices:  good for role playing the justices
            http://usgovinfo.about.com/od/uscourtsystem/a/supctjustices.htm
           Citing legal cases:
1. In text, be sure to italicize the name of the case.  Case can be called by the first name of the plaintiff in the text, after full name is used.   
2. Works Cited page should Court case name, the name of the Court, and the date of the case. 

      3.  Simulation
           1.Oral Argument stage:  attorneys present arguments to Justices.  Justices ask 
              questions of the attorneys.  
           2.Conference Stage:  Justices present opinions

Roles for the Mock Trial

1. Attorneys:  two or three people each 

1. Attorneys for Petitioner
2. Attorneys for Respondent
2. Justices:  usually one or two students per justice
	Justice
	Born
	Appointed by President
	            Philosophy

	John Roberts: 
	1955
	Bush (43)  
	Conservative

	Stephen Breyer: 
	1938
	Clinton
	Liberal

	Ruth Ginsburg: 
	1933
	Clinton
	Liberal

	Anthony Kennedy: 
	1936
	Reagan
	Centrist

	Samuel Alito, Jr. 
	1950
	Bush (43)
	Conservative

	Antonin Scalia:  
	1936
	Reagan
	Conservative

	Sonia Sotomayor: 
	1954
	Obama
	Liberal

	Elena Kagan: 
	1960
	Obama
	Liberal

	Clarence Thomas
	1948
	Bush (41)
	Conservative


