Reflections about the Fourteenth Amendment

The Fourteenth Amendment states:
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
Each day you and I finish reciting the Pledge of Allegiance by declaring  “…with Liberty and Justice for All.”  Our search for Justice in America is often focused on how best to promote the Fourteenth Amendment.   In particular, the equal protection clause is the centerpiece of the efforts by Americans to promote justice for all.  

I would like to thank everyone for their participation and attention to the two mock trials we have conducted in class.  The Fisher v. UTA case focused on how best to promote equality among racial and ethnic groups for public university admissions.   The Hollingsworth v. Perry case focused on how best to promote equality with regards to marriage.   

Write a two page essay (approximately 500 words) addressing the following questions:  

(1) Based on these two mock trials and your understanding of the Fourteenth Amendment, do you believe that we are developing an American society that promotes justice?    Or, perhaps our search for equality is leading us down misguided paths away from the ideals of “liberty and justice for all.”
(2) If you were on the U.S. Supreme Court, how would you seek to promote these ideals?

