The Great Depression Readings
I. Chapter 8, Section 1:    Causes of the Great Depression:  pp. 254-260

Read the section and as you read take notes.  Be sure to include the following:  

Key Terms and Questions


Business cycle

Speculation

Black Tuesday

Hawley-Smoot Tariff

1. What were some of the economic problems of the 1920s that led to the Great Depression?

2. How did the Stock Market Crash trigger the Depression?

3. What could government have done to limit the Depression?  In your opinion, why didn’t Hoover or the Fed take these measures?

II. Chap. 8, Sec. 2:  Americans Face Hard Times, pp. 261-269
Terms and Questions

Bread line

Hooverville

Dust Bowl

Okies

1. Describe the hardships that Americans faced.

2. What caused the Dust Bowl?  What did many Midwestern farmers do in reaction?

3. To what extent did the Depression impact African-Americans and Mexican-Americans differently than other groups?

III. Chap 8, Sec. 3 Hoover’s Response Fails, pp. 272-77

Terms and Questions
Trickle-down economics

Bonus Army

Hoover Dam

1. How did President Hoover try to combat the Depression?  What philosophy guided his policy?

IV. Chap. 9, Section 1 (pp. 284-91)

Key Terms, People, and Policies

President Roosevelt

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt

New Deal

Fireside Chat

Charles Coughlin

Huey Long

               “Alphabet Soup” of New Deal Programs:  FDIC, TVA, CCC, NRA, PWA, 

1. Describe Roosevelt’s philosophy regarding what government’s role should be in the American economy.

2. Describe the purpose of several of the New Deal policies.

3. What were some of the conservative criticisms of the New Deal?

4. What were some of the criticisms of the New Deal from the left?

V. Chap. 9, Section 2 (pp. 292-99)

Key Terms, People, and Policies
Second New Deal

WPA

John Maynard Keynes

Social Security Act

Collective bargaining

Court packing

1. What were the most important reforms of the second New Deal

2. How did policies change for American workers?

3. Why did FDR threaten to “pack the Court?”   What were the implications of this episode for the Madisonian system of checks and balances?

VI. Chap. 9, Sec. 3:  Effects of the New Deal, pp. 300-09

New Deal coalition

Welfare state

Mary McLeod Bethune

1. How did the role of the President change in the 1930s?

2. How did the growth in power of the federal government change the nation?
VII.  Chap 9, Sec. 4:  Culture of the 1930s

The Wizard of Oz

Dorothea Lange

John Steinback

Federal Art Project

1. Describe some of the prominent trends in art and culture in the 1930s.

2. Choose a few examples from the arts and discuss how they reflect the 1930s. 
