U.S. History:   Primary Source Research Paper:  the Great Depression
Choose one aspect of life during the Great Depression and find three primary sources that help us understand this time.  A primary source is defined as documentary evidence from the time—photography, diaries, documents, recollections of the time, etc.   The purpose of the paper is to describe each primary source that you have selected, to evaluate the validity of each source, and to explain what we can learn from each primary source about the topic you have selected. 

To find primary sources, you may wish to select a particular topic—such as “Stock market Crash 1929” and add the phrase “primary sources” for a general search of the Internet.  A good site that has compiled a number of good websites is from the University of Virginia:  http://millercenter.org/academic/dgs/primaryresources/new_deal.   For free documentary films online with great accompanying websites see:  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/collections/1930s/
The organization of the paper follows the internal assessment model for the IB History classes:

I. Introduction:  introduce the topic (one or two paragraphs)

II. Description of each primary source:  Summarize three primary sources.  Use quotes if you wish.  You may include graphic illustrations. (two pages approximately)

III. Evaluation of sources:  Are these sources trustworthy?  Are they limited or biased, possibly forgeries or doctored?  Are they representative of the topic that you are discussing?  (a few paragraphs)

IV. Analysis:   What can be learned about the topic under investigation from the primary sources?   Use additional sources of information  such as the textbook or other resources to put the primary sources in context (one or two pages approximately)

V. Conclusion:   Summarize the focus of your research and what you have learned about the 1930s (one or two paragraphs).

VI. Works Cited page:   Use a standard format for citing sources such as MLA.  When using MLA, in the text of your paper, add parenthetical citations (author, if no author, “title”) then have an alphabetical list of citations in a Work Cited page organized correctly.  A good guide for using MLA is from Purdue University:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.    Later versions of Microsoft Word automate correct citation generation and online tools such as easybib are also helpful. 
Rough draft (150 pts):  due:

Final Draft (150 pts):   due:  
