Thesis: _____George is better off keeping Lennie around.___________________________________________
Reason: Workers on the farms and ranches turn mean and unpleasant being lonely, and if George left Lennie, he 

    would become mean. ________________________________________________________________

Evidence from the book : (p. 41): “I seen the guys that go around ranches alone. That ain’t no good. They don’t have no fun. After a long time they get mean.” ;   (p. 44): “ ‘Well, I can’t stand him in here,’ said Carlson. ‘That stink hangs____ around even after he’s gone.’ He walked over with his heavy-legged stride and looked down at the_ dog. ‘Got no teeth,’ he said. ‘He’s all stiff with rheumatism. He ain’t no good to himself. Why’n’t you shoot___ him, Candy.’”___________
Paragraph: 

Workers on the farms and ranches turn mean from being lonely, and if George left Lennie, George would become mean. While George and Lennie often talk about how different they are from other ranch workers, it might be nothing more than just talk. Evidence suggesting they actually are different becomes clear when examining the personality of Carlson. Carlson is old, and has worked on ranches for years, and is mean. Not mean in a traditional sense, but in Of Mice and Men, “mean” takes on a slightly different definition. “Mean” in the novel suggests a character who has been beaten down by circumstances in his life, and has allowed those circumstances to get the better of him. Carlson, for example, hates Candy’s dog, and for selfish reasons wants the dog gone. He uses the excuse of the dog smelling bad, although no other character ever says this. His solution is simple, one-sided, and fatal: “Well, I can’t stand him in here. . . .Why’n’t you shoot him?” (44) The only solution Carlson finds acceptable is one where Candy must give up his only companion, his only sense of friendship, and maybe his only reason to face a new day. Candy is pained by the idea, but Carlson sees it merely as practical. Carlson does not have the emotional understanding to see what he is asking is cruel – not just to the dog, but to Candy as well. He offers up no sympathy in discussing the matter, and offers no sympathy after returning from having shot the dog. In the novel, Carlson serves as an example of the type of person who has spent all his life working ranches, living month-to-month, and ending up mean. At the beginning of the novel it is apparent both George and Lennie have a certain level of affection for each other, making them seem more real and human. If George were to leave Lennie, his fate would be to end up no different than Carlson: uncaring and mean.
