Introductory Paragraphs

Many of you seem to struggle with the idea of an introductory paragraph. Just remember what purpose it serves in your paper, and keep it simple.

Your introductory paragraph should introduce the reader to your topic by opening with a very general statement and concluding with your thesis statement. Look at your thesis, and decide where to go from there.

Okay, for the sake of argument, you are writing a paper about Of Mice and Men. Let’s say your thesis is this: “George is much better off keeping Lennie around.”

How can we start this paragraph off with a general sentence that we can narrow to this particular thesis? Think about what the sentence implies: at least that George and Lennie are friends. We have friendship as a very broad topic, so let’s start there.

There are many reasons why people strike up a friendship.
This is fine, but a very general statement. How can we take this a step closer to our thesis? 

There are many reasons why people strike up a friendship. Friendships often center on a mutual interest, whether deep or superficial. 

Okay, so I have taken it a step further. But let’s not lose sight of where we want to go—to our thesis! We need to bring our general opening around to it eventually (meaning soon). 

There are many reasons why people strike up a friendship. Friendships often center on a mutual interest, whether deep or superficial. An interesting and unique relationship exists between Lennie and George, the two main characters in John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men.  

Good! Now, we’ve given the title, author, and listed our characters we want to discuss in our papers. And we’re probably only one or two sentences away from our thesis. Keep the thesis in mind when writing.

 There are many reasons why people strike up a friendship. Friendships often center on a mutual interest, whether deep or superficial. An interesting and unique relationship exists between Lennie and George, the two main characters in John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. Though seemingly having nothing in common, George, who is sharply intelligent, and Lennie, who is mentally underdeveloped, have a tight bond between them. Though it may seem George is being slowed down by Lennie, George is much better off keeping Lennie around.

That’s it! I’ve started very general, and ended very specific. I’ve included title, author, key characters (or situations) which will be examined in the paper, and ended with my thesis. Notice also the title of the book is underlined, not put in quotation marks. 

Notice also I offer no evidence, no proof in my introduction. I am not supposed to, either. That is what my body paragraphs are for.

The introduction is likely the most difficult paragraph to write. Be patient with it.
