Conclusions

Conclusions serve a couple of basic purposes. First, they paraphrase the argument. A conclusion will sum up what your body paragraphs have proven, and may answer any unanswered questions brought up in your introduction. Second, they serve as a signal to the reader that the essay is coming to a close. Conclusions should offer no extra argument, and should contain no quotes from the story. 

And in form, they should be the opposite of an introductory paragraph. Where the introduction starts broad and ends with a specific thesis statement, the conclusion should start with a restatement of the thesis – rephrased, though – and work its way from specific to broad.
Example:

Introduction:


There are many reasons why people strike up a friendship. Friendships often center on a mutual interest, whether deep or superficial. An interesting and unique relationship exists between Lennie and George, the two main characters in John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men. Though seemingly having nothing in common, George, who is sharply intelligent, and Lennie, who is mentally underdeveloped, have a tight bond between them. Though it may seem George is being slowed down by Lennie, George is much better off keeping Lennie around.

Conclusion:

    Despite all the difficulties Lennie presents, George is better off keeping him around. The extra money Lennie brings in is convenient, and would certainly help George in his quest to buy the ranch, but the companionship Lennie provides is something George would never be able to find as he works his way through ranches in California’s Central Valley. George and Lennie have a bond of friendship, and friendship alone is a commodity worth its weight in gold.
