Civics/Economics Course Syllabus

Mr. Kavanagh

Room V4
(661) 718-3100
akavanagh@avhsd.org
CIVICS CLASS GOAL
The goal of this class is to gain an understanding of how the United States government works; the different facets and parts of the government, and for the students to become knowledgeable of current themes and events, providing them the ability to think critically and make informed decisions.  Civics is a one semester class.

ECONOMICS CLASS GOAL 
The goal of this class is for the students to gain an understanding of the monetary system in the United States and how the world economy works.  There will be projects that will help the students to learn about personal finance that will help them after high school.  Economics is a one semester class.

CLASS EXPECTATIONS – Civics and Economics


All students are expected to read this contract carefully and agree to the rules below going onto Moodle and printing out the signing page and returning it to Mr. Kavanagh.  I expect all of my students to be trustworthy, responsible, respectful, and fair.


Be trustworthy.  Be honest to others and yourself by not cheating, stealing or lying.  Copying any work that is not yours is considered plagiarism and not acceptable.  You are expected to turn in your work on time on the due date.  No late work will be accepted unless in the case of an excused absence.


Be responsible.  Be on time, in your seat, and ready to start when the bell rings.  Bring a pen, paper, and other required materials to class every day.  Be responsible for yourself and take responsibility for your mistakes.  You will not be criticized for your mistakes if you learn from them.  Do not blame others.

Be respectful.  This includes the teacher, other classmates, and all school property.  Listen when others speak, including the teacher, and other students.  Do not eat or drink anything in class (water is ok).  Nobody will be critical of others because of their opinions or views, race, gender, socio-economic status, religion, etc.


Be fair.  Treat others the way you would want to be treated.  Be sure to be present when working in groups and carry your weight of the workload.

MAKEUP WORK - Civics and Economics
Makeup work will only be accepted with absences excused within a week.  This includes tests, quizzes, assignments, classwork and homework.  The older the assignment, the fewer points you will receive.  

You will not be allowed to turn in late work from an unexcused absence, truancy, or suspension.

Makeup work must be turned in within a week of your excused absence.  If you miss a test you have one week to makeup that test (that is 5 school days).  Alternate tests will be given for missed tests.  Being absent the day before a test or before an assignment is due does not excuse you from that test or assignment.
Any work done in class, such as discussions or presentations cannot be made up, except in rare cases.  These rare cases must be cleared by the teacher to let the student make up this work.

Extracurricular activities do not excuse you from turning in assignments on the due date.  If you are going to be absent, you must turn in your assignment on the due date.

Any late or make-up work must have it marked clearly on top of the paper.
TARDY POLICY - Civics and Economics

Beginning the second week, unexcused tardies are unacceptable.  The following is the breakdown on the consequences for tardies:


1st – Warning


2nd/3rd – After school work


4th – After school work and a call/email home



5th – Referral to truant officer – ticket possible

6th – Referral to truant officer – ticket probable


7th and beyond – referral to your V.P.
CELL PHONE/ELECTRONICS POLICY - Civics and Economics


Cell phones and other electronics will be allowed when needed, or when appropriate.  Phone calls in the middle of class will NEVER be appropriate.  There will be times when internet ready devices will be used in class for research on current topics.  If devices are used at other inappropriate times, points will be taken away.
BEHAVIOR POWERSCHOOL CATEGORY – Civics and Economics

A hundred point category entitled “Behavior” will be placed in PowerSchool the second week of school.  Points will be deducted for inappropriate cell phone use or language use in class.  Points cannot be made up.
POP-QUIZES AND VIDEO NOTES - Civics and Economics


On days in which a pop-quiz is given, or video notes are taken, those assignments MAY NOT be made up.


Video notes are 5 point assignments, and missing one or two of these over a semester will not make a major impact on your grade.  If you miss video notes you will get a zero.  


Pop-quizzes may be as worth as much as 10 points, and will be only given in rare situations.  If you miss, or are late to a pop-quiz you will get a zero.
E-MAILING WORK - Civics and Economics
Any assignment can be turned in via e-mail with the following rules:


1.  Attach the assignment to the e-mail on a Word document.


2.  Put the assignment title and your last name in the e-mail.


3.  It must be e-mailed by the due date to receive full credit.

I will reply back to your e-mail when I have received your assignment.
GRADING POLICY - Civics and Economics

90 – 100

A

80 – 89

B

70 – 79

C

60 – 69

D

59 – BELOW

F

ASSIGNEMENTS AND HOW MUCH THEY ARE WORTH - Civics and Economics
Video Notes



5

Book work



10

Work Sheets



10

Guided Readings


10

Crossword Puzzles


20

Maps




20

Typed at home write-ups

30
EXTRA CREDIT POLICY - Civics and Economics

Extra Credit will be given at the teacher’s discretion.  Do not ask for extra credit assignments. 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS - Civics and Economics
· Suggested material for this class: three ring binder notebook, loose leaf paper, your planner, your text, a pencil, pen (blue or black ink) the rules and policies of this class, and a good attitude.  If you allow yourself to relax and enjoy the class, you will have a great class.

· It is your responsibility to complete makeup work and to come in for makeup tests and quizzes.  You are your own reminder.

· Keep your work.  If there is a mistake in your grade, all you need to do is show the proof and a change can be made.  No proof, no change.

· Do what is expected of you, do not try and figure out what you can get away with.  Then you can enjoy class, and learn something new and interesting everyday.

PLEASE SIGN BELOW, DETACH AND BRING BACK TO MR. KAVANAGH.  KEEP SYLLABUS IN YOUR FOLDER FOR THE YEAR.

Student Name:

____________________________________________________________

Student Signature:
____________________________________________________________
Parent Name:

____________________________________________________________

Parent Signature:
____________________________________________________________
Please indicate the best way and time to get in touch with you

Home Phone 
____________________

Work Phone  
____________________

Cell Phone 
 ____________________

E-Mail  
____________________
