Poetry Assignment

To help you gain a better understanding of poetry, it might help to get to know a poet. So, your job is to have by Wednesday, November 15, a poet to study. I have included a list below of potential poets to use, though you may use another not listed. The requirement I will place upon your poet is this: he or she must have a book of a collection of poems published and available in a library, bookstore, or online. “Poets” who are more famously and primarily known as songwriters or rappers are not acceptable: no Jim Morrison or Tupac, for example. 
Robert Burns

Emily Dickinson

T.S. Eliot

Robert Frost

John Keats

John Milton


E.A. Robinson

Carl Sandberg

W. Shakespeare

P.B. Shelley


Gertrude Stein

Walt Whitman


Oscar Wilde

William Wordsworth

W.B. Yeats

Maya Angelou

William Blake

Wallace Stevens

Sandra Cisneros

S.T. Coleridge

R.W. Emerson

Homer



Langston Hughes
Edgar Allan Poe

Shel Silverstein

e.e. cummings


Christopher Marlowe
Sir Walter Raleigh

John Donne

Ben Jonson


Lord Byron

Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Ezra Pound

Dylan Thomas


W.C. Williams

Allen Ginsburg

And others . . . See me for approval if there is a poet you would like to use who does not appear on this list above.
Once you have selected a poet, research the poet’s history. Give a brief biography (a full page, typed, double-spaced would be the minimum – a cut-and-paste is not acceptable). Include in the biography what is known of the poet’s youth; where he or she hails from, originally; when he or she began writing; what their influences were; what type of poetry the poet focused on; what are some of their famous poems; and to whom their poetry appeals. These are some suggestions, but they should help you fill out the biography. You may, of course, include more information.

Then, you will select one of the author’s most famous poems and present it to the class for discussion. Note I said “most famous,” not “shortest.” If the poet is most famous for an epic poem (meaning: long poem) then present for discussion a part you find significant. When presenting your discussion, have questions about the text, the imagery, the interpretation, etc. You need to read all of it to the class. You must also be able to interpret the poem also, explaining it to the class. (Don’t panic—usually, somewhere out there, there exists a few different interpretations to help you do this – but you need to know and understand the poem, not just read an interpretation to the class!) If you choose a long poem, and will only read a portion of the poem, you MUST see me prior to choosing which segment to use, and how long that segment is.
You may want to research a few of the poets ahead of time, to get some idea of whose poems you would be most interested in examining. 
You will include a copy of the poem (or the segment of the poem) with the written biography you turn in.

We will sign up for presentation dates by Friday, November 17th. Anyone not here will have last choice for poets and last choice for presentation dates.

Assignment will be due Monday, December 4. Presentations will occur throughout the week. I will assign specific days for your presentation, but the project should be done by December 4, even if your presentation date occurs after that. AND . . . you MUST be here for your presentation. Do not plan on presenting on any other date. Find a way to be here.
