Immigration in the 20th Century

Nativism:

· people who felt strongly that U.S. laws should favor native-born Americans

·  worked to convince Congress to pass laws restricting immigration

·  many ideals were based on practical concerns

·  job competition

·  increased crime

·  overcrowding and pollution

·  many, however, revolved around prejudice – a dislike of people who are different – and racism – the belief that one race is superior to another

Growing Fears:

· By turn of 20th century, immigrant numbers peaked

· total numbers reached nearly 13 million between 1900 and 1914

· nativist concerns and prejudices resurfaced

· felt new migrants would not be able to assimilate (adapt) to the       American way

· claimed new groups were inferior and blamed them for rising unemployment, poverty and violence

World War I Era:

· sense of nationalism – loyalty to one’s country – swept nation and fueled anti-foreign feelings

· Immigration Act of 1917 required all immigrants 16 and older to read a passage in both English and their own language to enter

· not as successful as hoped

· in 1918, fewer than 1600 immigrants were kept out by the test

· by 1920, 36 million, 1/3 of the total population belonged to immigrant families

· many began to fear “immigrant invasion”

· some felt American way of life being threatened

· others feared spread of undemocratic ideas of anarchy and communism

· immigrants from countries like Russia and Italy (where revolutions were taking place) were held suspect

· Italian immigrants and anarchists Niccola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were tried, convicted and executed for a murder many believe they did not commit

· anti-immigration hysteria of 1920s called the Red Scare

· fueled by fears and prejudice, Congress passed a temporary quota law in 1921, placing limits based on recent population figures

·  favored those coming from North and Western Europe

·  stopped total immigration at 350,000 per year

·  sharply reduced  immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe from 783,000 to 155,000 annually

· the National Origins Act of 1924 made the quota law permanent – and tougher

·  set an annual limit of 150,000 immigrants

·  based quotas on population figures from 1890

·  continued exclusion of Asian immigrants

· resulted in decline of immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe to below 25,000 per year

· Asian immigration almost stopped

· later amended to base quotas on population figures of 1920

· set the tone for immigration policy for the next 40 years

A New Perspective:

· annual immigration dropped 50% with quota law in effect

· economic depression and war reduced numbers even more during next 20 years

· from 1932 to 1935, the numbers leaving the U.S. were greater than those arriving

· WWII virtually shut down all immigration

· 1940 Alien Registration Act required all resident aliens to register with the government

The Second World War:

· when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941, the U.S. joined war against Axis powers – Germany, Italy and Japan

· immigrants from, and individuals of decent from, those countries faced discrimination

· Japanese Americans, however, were treated the worst

· fearing loyalty to Japan, the government ordered the internment of all those of Japanese decent living on the West Coast

· more than 120,000 Japanese Americans, 2/3 of them native-born citizens were forced from their homes and placed in isolated camps for the duration of the war

· Chinese immigrants benefited from WWII

· alliance with China resulted in new respect for country

· U.S. repealed Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, granting Chinese immigrants citizenship

· limited progress, however, since the quota laws still held total numbers to 100 per year

Relaxing the Laws:

· following the war, attitudes about immigration relaxed

·  anticipation of bright post-war future

·  reduced intolerance of immigration from previous 20 years

·  Congress responded

· Displaced Persons Act of 1948 allowed 205,000 WWII refugees to enter the U.S. over two years

· Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 removed all remaining racial restrictions

· law largely designed to combat rise of communism in Eastern Europe

· worked to secure allies among people in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East

· main purpose of act was to reunite families

· allowed families of naturalized citizens to enter as “non quota” immigrants

· anticommunist hysteria, however, strengthened power to deport those deemed undesirable

· also required careful screening of new arrivals for potential membership in suspicious organizations

· national origin was a primary basis 

· civil rights movements of 1950s and 60s alerted people to discrimination

· the Immigration Act of 1965 finally eliminated national origin as basis for immigration

· replaced with system using factors such as family relationships, skills, and refugee status

· allowed existing residents to bring over relatives

· they could then bring over more

·  called chain migration

· 1965 act capped immigration at 290,000 per year

· replaced country quotas with general quotas for entire Eastern and Western hemispheres

· allowed for freer acceptance of people from all parts of the world

· law amended in 1978 to replace hemispheric quotas with single worldwide quota

· still guides U.S. immigration policy

Special Exceptions:

· Vietnam War created need for special exceptions to accommodate refugees

· From 1975-79, about 400,000 refugees from Vietnam and other southeast Asians countries arrived

· Congress responded with Refugee Act of 1980

· law removed refugees from preference categories and established clear procedures for admission

· allowed for regular flow and emergency admission

Deciding Who Should Enter:

· nativist attitudes resurfaced in 1970s

· Americans worried about health of economy, oil shortages, and political events such as Iranian hostage crisis

· issues of cultural assimilation again hotly debated

· 37% of legal immigrants from Asia

· 47% from Mexico, and other Latin American countries

· in 1981, a special report called the Select Commission on Immigration and Refugee Policy evaluated immigration policies and procedures

· determined that limiting legal and controlling illegal immigration were in national interest

· argued that U.S. could not afford putting aside more than 20% of new jobs to foreign workers 

· with much controversy, the Immigration Reform and Control Act passed in 1986

· consisted of revisions to existing policy

· attempted to control illegal immigration

· required employers to verify citizenship status of newly-hired employees

·  fined employers who knowingly hired undocumented workers

· the law also allowed illegal aliens living the U.S. since at least 1981 to apply for amnesty

· through this they could apply for citizenship

· to do so, they had to show proof of resident for previous five years

· more than 3 million illegals embraced the opportunity

Ongoing Debates:

· the Immigration Act of 1990 raised annual limit to 675,000

· created separate categories for family-sponsored, employment-based, and “diversity” immigrants

· revised grounds for exclusion and deportation, easing restrictions that had denied entrance to so many

· numbers set by 1990 act are still in effect today

· largest influx of immigrants since turn of the century

· more than half were from Mexico, the Philippines, mainland China and Taiwan, Korea and India

· many newcomers fall into one of two divisions

· one includes highly educated people

· about 12% of these have advanced college degrees

· comparatively, only 8% of native-born Americans have advanced degrees

· the second group are those with little education

· more than 33% of all immigrants have no high school diploma

· that’s double the rate for native-born citizens

· as immigrant numbers grow, local governments struggle to keep up with education, job, and health care needs

· many midwest cities have had population increases

· about 60% of all foreign-born residents live in a few big cities – Los Angeles, New York City, San Francisco, Chicago, Miami, Washington D.C., and Houston

· states such as Florida, Texas and California have had ongoing debates relating to language and bilingual education

· particularly true for California where nearly 40% of students speak little or no English

· In Miami, three-fourths of the population speak a language other than English at home, and 67% say they do not understand English

· four out of 10 residents of New York City speak a language other than English at home

The Welfare Reform Act:

· passed in 1996, it called for:

· cutbacks in Food Stamps and other federal benefits to immigrants

· imposed a waiting period of five years from date of entry before eligible to receive them at all

·  about 6% of all immigrants receive some form of welfare

· double the rate for native-born Americans

·  many immigrants who had recently qualified for aide will not receive it

·  illegal immigrants, with rare exceptions, are not eligible at all

