U.S. History

Mr. Perry

Essay: A Migration Story

Due: 
The United States was built and blossomed through the migration of many types of people from many different countries. Certainly, it must not be an easy thing to leave one’s homeland. But, just as it is with a majority of immigrants today, those who made the perilous journey over from Europe in the early 1600s must have thought the sacrifice was worth it. Many of the original settlers came here for the chance at beginning a new life in the Americas, whether it be for religious, political, or economic freedom. It wasn’t always easy, and many perished in the process. However, for those who did make it and prospered as a result, it was like a dream come true.

No one is completely indigenous to the United States (even the Native Americans came from somewhere else), whether their families migrated two, ten, or a hundred years ago. And although the physical hardships of six weeks on a boat and starvation may not be the norm for recent immigrants, the fact that all has been given up for a chance at a better life or a new beginning is something in itself.

Your assignment, DUE                                    , is to piece together a 2-3 page description of your family’s move to America. If you migrated over with your immediate family, relate your own experiences in journal form. If it was your parents or grandparents, interview them. If the family migration goes further back than that, either interview a friend or neighbor, or simply research the history of  your nationality’s immigration.

Information you will want to include (if it’s not too sensitive to share) is essentially comprised of the five Ws and the H: Who was it that made the trip to America? Where is the homeland located? Why was the move made? When was the move made? How was the move made (straight here or by way of other countries)? In what condition was the country left behind, and what were the immediate impressions of America? Is the move temporary or permanent? Were there any personal losses (family, heritage, money, land, etc.)? How has life been since the move? These are just a few examples to go on. Refer to the above list of interview questions, or feel free to include your own.

Once all the data has been collected, compose the information into a narrative essay, chronicling the events of the migration. Include as many anecdotes as possible to highlight the main points. Basically, the essay can be broken into five parts – the introduction, how it was before the move, during the transition, what has happened since arriving, and the conclusion. For anyone who is especially proud of their finished product, you may read it to the class for extra credit.

Get busy on this, and above all, have fun.  

