The Breakout Generation: Women’s Roles in 1920s America

· The 1920s brought tremendous change to the U.S.

·  technology

·  business

·  communications

·  roles of women began to change

·  initial causes 

·  increased work during war

·  equal footing granted by 19th Amendment

· Affected roles as wives and mothers

Media Influence:

· main source of new cultural and social attitudes was print media, magazines, newspapers and tabloids

· Communicated ideas, innovative thoughts and latest discoveries

· Americans now had access to mass distribution news

· Magazines geared toward women (Ladies Home Journal and Harper’s Monthly Magazine provided women with latest fashions and time-saving devices
The Modern Woman:

·  smaller homes with labor-saving devices created more free time for women

·  translated into:

·  more leisure time for reading and shopping

·  time for community work or paid jobs

· conservatives regarded the modern woman and social changes as harmful,   especially to the family

A Woman’s Place

·  before 1920s, a woman’s place was in the home or engaged in social work

·  few worked outside the home, or stopped once married

·  trend changed with WWI

·  women filled vacancies left by departed soldiers 

·  technologies created new jobs
·  major source of jobs was growing telephone industry

·  numbers elected to political office also began to rise

· in 1925, Nellie Tayloe Ross of Wyoming was became first female governor in country

·  by 1929, more than 200 women held state legislative offices

Flappers

· prior to WWI, Victorian ideals still dictated behavior of American females

·  guardians of morality

·  expected to act more refined than male counterparts

·  young girls were to remain virginal in every sense of the word until married

·  flappers shattered such traditions

·  concept of the flapper created through drawings of John Held Jr. which appear in national magazines
· flappers were portrayed as liberal and young, wearing short hair and short   skirts 

· flapper characteristics included:

·  dancing the Charleston

·  openly displaying affection

·  driving fast cars

·  doing other things in cars

·  drinking and smoking

