NATIVE AMERICAN STRUGGLES

· Spurred by the civil rights movement of the sixties, Native Americans sought to attain equality and self-control

A. Facing Unique Problems

1. By 1871, the U.S. no longer recognized Indian nations as independent powers

2. But also did not extend citizenship rights

a.  Limited self-government for Native Americans

b.  Worked to erase traditional lifestyles 

3. Snyder Act of 1924 finally granted citizenship to all Native Americans

    4. They continued, however, to be denied equal opportunities 

a.
Couldn't vote in some states 

b.
Arizona and New Mexico prohibited it until 1948 

5. Victims of stereotypes presented in movies and other media 

B. Indian Activism 

1.  Early protest over land dispute

a. 
State of N.Y. took Seneca Nation land to build dam

b. 
Land had been granted in 1794 treaty

c. 
Seneca protested but dam was built anyway

d. 
Government compensated loss with $15 million payment

e. 
Other Native Americans responded with lawsuits for treaty violations

f. 
A 1967 case ended with extended payment to Seminole people 

2. American Indian Movement

a.  Begun in 1968

b.  Original focus on problems of Native Americans living in cities 

 i. set up patrols to monitor street activity  

 ii. encouraged racial and cultural pride in young people

c.  Movement was eventually broadened to include protection of civil rights 

 i.  began to fight for self-government

 ii. sought restoration of tribal land 

C. Confronting the Government 

1. The Occupation of Alcatraz (1969) 

a.  78 protesters from several groups occupied the island for a year and half

b.  Claimed the land under terms of Fort Laramie Treaty (1868), allowing native groups to file homestead claims on federal lands

c.  Planned to turn it into educational and cultural center

d.  Protest failed but drew national attention

2. Confrontation at Wounded Knee (1973) 

a.  Pine Ridge reservation one of poorest in country

b.  Some 200 AIM members took over village

c.  Refused to leave until the U.S. agreed to investigate poor treatment and conditions

d.  Also demanded review of 371 treaties broken by U.S. government

e.  FBI agents surrounded village, closing off supplies

f.  AIM surrendered weapons and left three months later

g.  In exchange, government agreed to reexamine property rights

3. Government Response and Court Victories 

a.  Indian Education Act (1972) - gave parents and tribal councils more control over schools and school programs

b.  Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (1975) - upheld Native American autonomy and let local leaders administer federally supported social programs for housing and education

c.  In 1971, Alaska Federation of Natives awarded $1 billion  and 40 million acres of land

d.  In 1970, after rejecting cash settlement, Taos in New Mexico won back Blue Lake, a religious shrine, and 48,000 acres of land 

