U.S./INDIAN RELATIONS NOTES

· Major factor has always been land 

· Tribes had always fought over land 

· couldn't unite to fight the Europeans

· hated each other more than the newcomers 

· Early relations were mixed, both friendly and hostile 

· mixed marriages were not uncommon 

· settlers depends upon Indian foods, such as corn and squash 

· Indians depended upon rifles and other goods such as horses 

· Differences though, were too much to overcome

· Some pioneer beliefs regarding Natives and land:

· Indians did not really have a right to the land

· claimed the land as their own because Indian cultures were inferior 

· Indians could not own land because they were non-Christian and thus savages 

· Indians made poor use of the Land; thus the pioneers were justified in taking it because they could support more people on it 

· As the East coast became more and more populated, Indians were pushed westward 

· their land was either bought for cheep or outright taken away 

· Even tribes who tried to adapt were "messed up"

· Cherokee, despite learning to read and write, taking on farming practices and becoming "Americanized" were forced off their land in Georgia 

· moved west to Oklahoma territory

· many died along the way 

· known as the Trail of Tears 

· in 1899, part of Oklahoma Indian land was opened to white settlers 

· By 1840, almost all tribes from the east had been moved to " Indian country" 

· located between Mississippi and Rocky Mountains, the land had been thought to be useless 

· instead, it turned out to be good farm land

· after Civil War, settlers moved in and Indians were forced to less valuable land 

· By 1868, nearly 400 treaties between the U.S.and Indian groups had been broken (not by the Indians)

· Backed against the wall, Indians rose up in rebellion throughout the 1870s and 1880s and were crushed by the U.S. Army 

· these are collectively known as the Indian Wars 

· In 1887, the U.S. government set aside land for Indian farm use 

· called the Dawes Act, it divided up tribal lands among individual Indians to provide every Indian with a plot of land 

· it failed because many were tricked into willing the land to white "friends" and then disappeared afterward

· By 1934, only 52 million of 138 million acres(in 1887) remained in Native possession 

· After 1934, the U.S. government stepped up efforts to assist the Native population, but treatment is still poor 

· Today, Indians live all over the United States

· though some have remained true to tribal customs, many have lost all trace of traditions 

· most (especially on reservations) are poor 

· incidences of alcoholism, unemployment, illiteracy, infant mortality, and divorce are higher on reservations than in general population 

