Farm Workers

I. Living/Working Conditions

A. Migrant farm workers had a harsh life

B. Worked 14-16 hour days in the hot sun, picking such crops as grapes, cotton, and tomatoes

C. Often forced to pay for the water they drank

D. Fields rarely had toilets

E. Average salary was only $5 per day

1. Could only afford cheap motel rooms, or rent for run-down shacks

2. families often went hungry

F. Had to move constantly to keep work

1. Children had to change schools several times a year

2. Few went to school for any length of time

3. Most never finished

II. Unionizing the Workers

A. Efforts had been made to unionize workers

1. All had failed

2. Workers were too tired from long day to fight for their rights

III. Huerta, Chavez and the UFW

A. Dolores Huerta

1. Had faced discrimination in High School

2. Began career as teacher to help children

3. Realized that she couldn’t help the kids without first helping their parents

4. Joined the Community Service Organization (CSO)

a. Civil rights group

b. Main purpose was to register Mexican-Americans to vote

i. Difficult because most had no permanent address

ii. Most could not read or write

iii. Others could not prove citizenship

5. While with the CSO, met Cesar Chavez

B. In 1962,  they formed the United Farm Workers

1. Signed up workers in the Central Valley of CA to join

2. By 1965, 1,200 workers had signed up

3. Most were Mexican-American migrant workers, but others were Filipino and African-Americans

4. Also had the support of several religious organizations

a. California Migrant Ministry, a group of clergy pledged to help farm workers

b. California bishops of the Catholic Church

5. In 1965, the UFW joined a strike against grape producers

a. They widened the strike to include table grape growers

b. Called attention to poor working conditions and low wages

c. Demanded an increase in pay from $1.25 per hour to $1.40 per hour and from 10 to 25 cents per box

6. This was the start of La Causa, or The Cause

a. Name given to the movement

b. Expressed the dignity and pride of Mexican-Americans

