The Chinese Immigrants

· Settled on the West Coast, particularly in San Francisco

· Like Europeans, most came to escape famine, overpopulation, and civil warfare

· Also lured by tales of California’s “Mountain of Gold”

· Numbers jumped from 3,000 per year in 1850s to a peak of 23,000 in 1872

· By 1877, 17 percent of California’s population was Chinese

· Many of these immigrants worked to build the transcontinental railroad moving east

· Tended to stick to themselves, maintaining their own forms of dress, food, and language

· Lived in segregated communities known as Chinatowns

· Also like European immigrants, they were willing to take menial jobs at lower wages

· This and cultural exclusion led to intense feelings of hostility by Americans

· Culminated in the issuing of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, forbidding any more Chinese immigration
