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Directions: In this mini activity packet, you are to do the following:
1) Read through the text on the next page and highlight the anything you find interesting. Then, in the space below the reading, specify the top three things you found interesting.
2) Complete the wordsearch using the words at the bottom of the page.
3) Complete the matching activity using the information in thois packet, your table mates, or the internet to get the various definitions of the terms.
4) Color the skull any way you like usig the colored pencils in the group pencil boxes.
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‘Today Mesicans, Mexican Americans and others annually celebrate Day of the Dead. This holiday is part of the
common cultural heritage of Mexicans and Mexican Americans that is not bound by the borders of nations, but
moves with the human flow of people and their cultures. As a modern living tradition, Day of the Dead has many
practices that vary depending on where in Mexico, the United States, and increasingly in places across the world
such as Canada, it is taking place.

Common Practices for Day of the Dead

Day of the Dead is annually celebrated on November It and 2nd. The first day, called
“Dia de los Angelitos” (Day of the little angels), is dedicated to the souls of deceased
children, while November 2nd is set aside for the souls of adults. Before these days,
families may clean their homes to prepare for the arrival of the souls of their loved
ones. Many also visit cemeteries to decorate the graves of the dead with their favorite
items and flowers.

Graves and ofrendas are decorated with papel picado, photographs, cherished objects,

marigolds (cempastchit]), and skeletons made of paper or clay. Food and drink are | Papel picado is brightly
placed on the ofrendas for the dead. It is believed the dead enjoy the tastes and smells  colored tissue paper cut
of the food. in pattemns

‘There are many important foods associated with Day of the Dead. In particular the
main dish is mole, which is meat (usually chicken or pork) cooked with a sauce made
from chilies, chocolate, peanuts, and otfir ingredients that vary by region. Pumpkin -5 o o
candies, rice pudding, and tamales may also be offered. Bakeries produce special | g r ot tie o
bread called pan de muerto in the shape of people o bones and decorated with pink
sugar. Stores also sell skulls made of sugar or chocolate, adorned with names, for

children and adults to eat. Pt ]
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Find these words in the grid above. Keep in mind that the words
may be hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally or backwards.

PAPELPICADOCW
ALTREPINATADM
NTZARAPEINXRA
DAYOFTHEDEADR
ERIFULALKUCL I
MEMRAREVALACA
USEEFSPYLOSAC
EORNGMOLEAMSH
RTWDEDKQRHEC |
TICALACAETHAS
OLZBQNCERASRY
FEGLBSECLUDO /I
GGEEAOBSJWQNK
RNPMKCOPALUEL
MARIGOLDMRESN

1. ofrenda 8. copal 15. Oaxaca

2. papel picado 9. ceras 16.angelitos

3. pinata 10. calavera 17.mole

4. altar 11. cascarones 18. mascara

5.day of the dead 12. candles 19. dulces

6. calaca 13. marigold 20. mariachis

7. zarape 14. pan de muerto
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Match the following vocabulary words to their definitions.

1. Ofrenda

2. Pan de Muerto
3. Cempazuchitl
4. Calaca

5. Alfeniques

6. Cascarones

7. Papel Picado
8. Copal

9. Dia de los Muertos
10. Angelitos
11. Calaveras

12. Jose Guadalupe Posada

A. Yellow marigolds that are symbols
of death

B. The art of Mexican paper cutting

C. Burning incense left st altars

D. Offerings to honor the dead

E. Day of the Dead

F. lllustrator whose satirical drawing

“La Catring! is one of the most
recognizable figures of Day of the Dead
G. Bread of the dead

H. Festive egg shells that are filled with
confetti and trimmed in glitter

1. Poems and songs written about the
festival

J. Whimsical skeleton figure that
represents death

K. Colorful iced sugar skulls

L. Souls of o

ren who have died
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