SLAVERY ACTIVITY
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Lecture Notes: The Antebellum South

Major Themes:

I. Slavery was widely supported in the South even though 75% of the population did not own slaves

· Planters felt cotton could not be produced profitably without slave labor

· Small farmers (the largest group) owned few, if any slaves, but dreamed of joining the planters 

· Businessmen felt the economy of the South depended on the success of the cotton crop

· City laborers felt threatened by potential competition for jobs from three million free slaves
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The Industrial Revolution directly affected the institution of slavery

· Both Great Britain and the North needed cotton for textile mills

· The invention of the cotton gin greatly sped up the mass production of cotton

· Many Southerners were convinced that the need for cotton would preclude any acts of aggression against the South

III. Southern attitudes toward slavery changed when cotton was king

· Previously seen as a necessary evil, it was now viewed as a positive good

· Many Southerners believed blacks were better off as salves

· Some felt slavery provided an opportunity to Christianize the Africans

· Southern slavery was seen as being moe just than the “wage slavery” of the North

IV. Accounts depicting the life of the slave varied greatly depending on the source

· Planters pictured slaves as carefree and contented

· Former slaves wrote of the miseries of slave life and slave trade
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SLAVE LAWS OF THE SOUTH

1) A child who had one slave parent and one free parent was free only if the free parent was his or her mother. 

2) Slaves could not make any kind of contract, including marriage.

3) Slaves were not allowed to have weapons. 

4) No one was allowed to teach slaves how to read or write. No one was allowed to give them books or pamphlets. 

5) Slaves were not allowed to hit whites or insult them. 

6) Any slave who went away from his or her plantation had to have a pass. The slave had to show this pass to any white who wanted to see it. 

7) Slaves were not allowed to buy or possess liquor without the written consent of their owners. 

8) Slaves were not allowed to own pigs, horses, or cattle, or, in Mississippi, to grow their own cotton. They could, however, have their own gardens, if the slaveholder let them. 

9) Slaves could not conduct business without a permit or own any property. 

10) Owners were required to feed and clothe their slaves properly and to take care of their sick and old slaves. If they failed to do so, they oould be fined. 

11) No slave could testify in court except in a case involving another slave.

12) It was illegal to cruelly mistreat or kill a slave unless the slave resisted punishment.

13) It was illegal for more than a few slaves (usually five) to gather together away from home unless a white was present. 

14) It was illegal for a slaveholder to work slaves in the fields on Sundays except as punishment or unless they were paid. 

15) No slave was allowed to preach, except to the slaves on his or her home plantation in the presence of whites. 

16) Most cities had laws controlling the behavior of slaves in public. For example, slaves in Charleston, South Carolina, were not allowed t0 swear, smoke, or walk with a cane. Slaves and free blacks in Richmond, Virginia, had to step aside when whites passed them on the street. 

Slave and Ownership Numbers 

	BLACKS IN THE NORTH, 1790-1860

	FREE
1790 27,034

1800 47,198

1810 78,181

1820 99,307

1830 137,529

1840 170,728

1850 196,308

1860            226,152
	SLAVE
 40,086

 36,505

 27,510

 19,108

   3,568

   1,129

      252

        64


	BLACKS IN THE SOUTH, 1790-1860

	FREE
1791 32,523

1801 61,239

1811 108,265

1821 134,327

1831 182,070

1841 215,565

1851 238,187

 1860            261,918
	SLAVE
657,538

857,097

          1,163,852

 1,518,914

 2,005,475

 2,486,226

 3,204,051

 3,953,696




PERCENT OF WHITE SLAVEOWNING FAMILIES, 1860

                    



 EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s [image: image1.emf]South Carolina, Mississippi



[image: image2.emf]Arkansas



 EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s [image: image3.emf]Delaware



 EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s [image: image4.emf]Georgia


                    
[image: image5.emf]Alabama, Florida, Louisiana



 EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s [image: image6.emf]Virgina, North Carolina

Kentucy, Tennessee, Texas


383,635






1,149,979   






[image: image7.emf]SOUTHERN WHITE SLAVEOWNERS, 1860

11

35

62

89

109

75

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110

50-plus

10-19

2-4

thousands

number of slaves owned


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.worldandi.com/public/2000/april/graphics/slavery.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� HYPERLINK "http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/SlaveTrade/collection/large/NW0341.JPG" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/SlaveTrade/collection/medium/NW0341.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





� HYPERLINK "http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/SlaveTrade/collection/large/HW0051.JPG" \t "_blank" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/SlaveTrade/collection/medium/HW0051.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Instructions: The activity which follows is in four parts. First title your assignment SLAVERY ACTIVITY. Then do the following: 1) Skip two lines, write the subtitle Antebellum South Notes, and transcribe the notes provided below into your notebook. 2) Skip another two lines, write the subtitle Slave Laws of the South, and transcribe those into your notebook. 3) Skip another two lines, write the subtitle Slave/Ownership Facts and, after referring to the charts below on slave and ownership numbers, write down five facts/pieces of information/observations from the charts. 4) The final portion is a five-question quiz to be given separately.





Number of Southern white slaveowners, 1860





Estimated Southern white families, no slaves, 1860
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