The Yellow Submarine and Consciousness
I know you guys are saying to yourselves, “What in the heck is he showing us?” But, there is sense to it. So, after we’ve watched the movie, and you recaptured the fragments of your brain from trying to understand it, please answer the following questions. One to three sentences for each should suffice. This is due by the end of the period.
1) William James characterized consciousness as a “state of awareness” of both ourselves and the world around us. In the movie’s opening scene, the people of Pepperland were shown to lack this full state of awareness and paid the price. As exemplified in the film, what possible consequences might there be if people fail to be conscious of their surroundings?

2) Several times, George claims, “It’s all in the mind.” What does he mean by this? What does it have to do with consciousness?
3) When they travel through the Sea of Time, what begins to happen to them? How is this symbolic of our lives and our awareness of the passage of time?

4) When they came across Jeremy, he is sitting alone in a mass nothingness. Yet, he appears very busy. In what perpetual state of consciousness does he exist? How can this be both beneficial and damaging for someone?
5) When we first meet George, he is in a state of meditation. What other altered states of consciousness are alluded to in the film? What symbols or visuals are used to emphasize this? (Think: “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds”).
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