
The Black Migration to the North 

The letters below were written to the Chicago Defender during World War I. Read them in preparation for a class discussion on the black migration to the north.

Miami, Florida.: May 4, 1917

Dear Sir: Some time ago down this side it was a rumour about the great work going on in the north. But at the present time every thing is quiet there, people saying that all we have been hearing was false until I caught hold of the Chicago Defender I see where its more positions are still open. Now I am very anxious to get up there. I follows up cooking. I also was a stevedor. I used to have from 150 to 200 men under my charge. They thought I was capable in doing the work and in the meantime I am willing to do anything. I have a wife and she is a very good cook. She has lots of references from the north and south. Now dear sir if you can send me a ticket so I can come up there and after I get straightened out I will send for my wife. You will oblige me by doing so at as early date as possible. 

I am now looking for a location and am a man hunting work and there is so many has left the South for the north and Seemes as they are all gone to one place now please send the names of some firms that wants labor i am a Man who Beleave in right and Beleave in work and has worked all of my days and mean to work till i die and Never been No kind of trouble and never has to be made work.

Now i will Cloes, hoping to here from you Soon Yours Very Truly, 

***

Lutcher, Louisiana, May 13, 1917

Dear Sir: I have been reading the Chicago defender and seeing so many advertisements about the work in the north I thought to write you concerning my condition. I am working hard in the south and can hardly earn a living. I have a wife and one child and can hardly feed them. I thought to write and ask you for some information concerning how to get a pass for myself and family. I don't want to leave my family behind as I cant hardly make a a living for them right here with them and I know they would fare hard if I would leave them. If there are any agents in the south they haven't been any of them to Lutcher if they would .come here they would get at least fifty men. Please sir let me hear from you as quick as 

possible. Now this is all. Please dont publish my letter, I was out in town today talking to some of the men and they say if they could get passes that 30 or 40 of them would come. But they havent got the money and they dont know how to come. But they are good strong and able working men. If you will instruct me I will instruct the other men how to come as they all want to work. Please dont publish this because we have to whisper this around among our selves because the white folks are angry now because the negroes are going north.

***

Bham, Alabama, May 13, 1917

Sir: the edeater of the paper i am in the darkness of the south and i am trying my best to get out do you no where about i can get a job in new york. i wood be so glad if cood get a good job hear in this beautifull city o please help me to get out of this low down country i am counted no more thin a dog help me please help me o how glad i wood be if some company wood send me a ticket to come and work for them no joking i mean business i work if i can get a good job. 
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In your notebooks, answer the following questions relating to the handout 

Provided to you on The Black Migration to the North 

1) What was the blacks' primary reason for wanting to leave? 

2) What evidence is there in the letters that 'the blacks faced discrimination? 

3) What help did the blacks need to go north? 

4) What was their major selling point for getting work in the north?

5) What was the attitude of southern whites toward the black migration? Why might they feel this way? 

6) Immigration to America had declined after 1914. How might this have affected the blacks’ timing of their move north? 

7) What hint does the writer from Lutcher, Louisiana have that there are jobs in the North? 

8) What suggests that these writers were not alone in their dissatisfaction? 

9) Why do you think the Chicago Defender was banned in many southern communities? 

10) How do the letters reflect the dissatisfaction of blacks with life in the South and their hope for a better future? 

Instructions: Read the series of letters below regarding the migration of blacks to the North in the early 20th century. Then answer the corresponding questions that follow. Title your notebook entry �Blacks in 20th Century America.








