Of Mice and Men Study Guide, Chapter 1

1. Describe the setting as the novel opens.

2. Identify and give a physical description of Lennie and George.

3. Between the two characters that we have met so far, who seems to be in charge? 

4. What is Lennie carrying in his pocket? Why does he want it?
5. What does George tell Lennie to do when they get to the ranch and meet the ranch boss?
6. What does George hope will happen if the boss sees Lennie work before he hears Lennie talk?
7. What does George say he will buy for Lennie the first chance George gets?
8. What does George say is the difference between the two of them and most of the men who work the ranches?
9. Why does George tell Lennie to remember the place by the river where they are now?
10. Discuss the dream of George and Lennie in detail.
11. George bursts into a long speech about what he could do if he were alone. What could he do?

