HARD TIMES!
The Great Depression
Takes Hold
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= Many farmers put themselves into debt
during the 1920s by purchasing expensive
machinery to increase efficiency

= they produced more than was needed

= farm prices fell

= Following seasons
of drought, severe
dust storms in the
early and mid-
1930s crippled the
Midwest
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= crops were
ruined

= hungry
families were
forced to
abandon farms
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= = Between 1930 and 1934, one [; =
= million families lost their farms. * =7\
= many moved west to find | jobs
fertile land
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= = In the beginning of
= the Depression,

| = unemployed workers
= could expect little or
= no help from the

= government

"many unemployed
attempted their
own business
successes

= the Depression
was symbolized by
the apple sellers
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= By 1933, unemployment in the United
States had topped out at 25 percent

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE-1930'S
THE PEAK MONTH WAS 30+!
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= Aided by President Roosevelt’'s New Deal
programs, the numbers gradually dropped

= WWII provided the final push in getting
people back to work
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work-1s Wi kAl ® businesses which
: w,r,n.:' willl -HELP-ME -

cra il wee l hadn't failed,

3 m H 3
‘f‘;r o - .-r .q'gn'i:rq'.

o W; Uall struggled along
oy = wages of those
lucky enough to stay
employed were cut to
> as low as 10 cents
~an hour
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"unemployment sapped
individual self-worth

(R R ) I e R

explaining thai ‘

charity. This |Ilus1'r'ates the work - gl"601' Iengths were
ethic and v.alue our society pl.aced .'.aken +o .ﬁnd Wor'k

on self-reliance during this time.
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" many even left
| families for weeks,
——— | even months,
N LA looking for work

= some hitched rides
or walked from town
To town

= others engaged in the
dangerous practice of
riding the rails
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= Hundreds of thousands were forced by
poverty and hunger to accept charity

= Most who accepted handouts felt
shame, humiliation, and degradation

= The concept of “bread
lines” was established to
feed the hungry
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= Increased unemployment, low wages,
and business and bank failures
contributed to the growing number of
homeless people in the Depression

" tin,
cardboard,
orange craftes,
and other
_ throw-away
el items were
==& . used to build
M = makeshift
48 shacks, or
~ | shanties
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= condemned
buildings and
railroad cars
also served as
dwellings

= "Hoovervilles” - so

- named out of the

belief that President
Hoover didn't do
enough to help the
poor - sprang up in
most major cities




=" Hoover's
=Republican
= advisors
=initially
=believed

= Tn 1930,
W Hoover
‘Jattempted

Yo restore

' Zthat e pecples’
:depr'ession | -

faith in
economy
and urged
leaders
not to
panic by
cutting
production

=was an
-, .
| =inevitable
=part of the
“Zeconomic
-cycle and
=hot cause
~for concern
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= Hoover opposed direct relief action by
the federal government but urged a
massive relief effort by private charities
and volunteer organizations

= In late 1931, Hoover pushed for the
creation of the Reconstruction Finance

Cor'por'ation, THE WORLD AND NATION IN
designed to THE MOST DISTRESSING ECONOMIC

SITUATION EVE?_KNOWN
make loans to ,,_\.?. _
banks and other =t 7
businesses

" it passed
Congress in
1932
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= Hoover's popularity
diminished as the
Depression wore on,
and, rightly or
wrongly, he became
the scapegoat for
the misery created
by the Depression
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= The Democratic Party chose Roosevelt
largely due to his name recognition and
the successful relief plan he had

created for the unemployed as governor
of New York

= Roosevelt, in

contrast to

Hoover, pledged ¥
to take “bold, s B

persistent” pogseii AR (P
action to try ST f-«u "

to combat the #ﬁt .
problems of ary.

the Depression
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= Roosevelt gained
support from city
dwellers, farmers,
immigrants, and the
working class as he
pr'omised America a
"new deal”

- Roosevel’r loved campaigning,
= and, unlike Hoover's, his
= crowds were adoring

_ ' = In the 1932 presidential
= election, Roosevelt won 58%

8 = of the popular' vote and 472

= out of 531 electoral votes
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= Throughout the 1932 election campaign,
F.D.R. radiated charm and confidence

= he voiced optimism and promise for a
desperate nation
. As a lame- o
duck, Hoover '
urged F.D.R.
to carry out
certain
policies that
he deemed
essential
= F.D.R
refused
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= So
strained
was their
relationship
that they
barely
spoke to
each other
on
inauguration
day
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ROOSEVELT PLEDGES QUICK ACTION IN EMERGENCY
IN. MOMENTOUS ADDRESS AT HIS INAUGURATION

Garner Takes Oath as Con;,re» Ends Eunttul Session

AN BOUDAY Cloaring Flowre Banks | NENXCADER g7 "~ QTakes Office
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