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Chapter 4

    

     Sensation and Perception

Student Journal Prompts
Write a response to one of the journal prompts listed below. Write quickly, without worrying too much about grammar or punctuation. Try to convey how you really think or feel.

1. Imagine that one of your senses is dramatically improved for a day. Describe some of the highlights of this day.
2. Imagine that you have lost the use of one of your senses. Describe a typical day for you, one year after this loss.
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     Sensation and Perception

True or False – What is Your Psychological IQ?

Respond T of F to the following statements. For those that are false, explain why that is the case.

1. The words sensation and perception both mean the same thing.
2. Only men are color blind.
3. Generally speaking, people are able to block out background noise, focusing on only those sounds that are important to them.
4. Scientists have been able to prove the existence of mental telepathy by conducting carefully controlled experiments.

5. People who have sight in only one eye have no depth perception.
6. To a large extent, what we see is influenced by what we expect to see.

7. People’s pupils frequently enlarge when they see something that pleases them.
8. Children do not have depth perception until about the age of three or four.
9. Our tongues have only four different types of taste buds.

10. The sense of touch is our most animal-like sense.
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Graphic Organizer
Complete this organizer by writing the five human senses. Include a brief description of each one.
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     Sensation and Perception

Learning Goals Outline

1. What is the difference between sensation and perception?
2. What is meant by the term adaptation? How does adaptation help us deal with our environment?

3. What is white light? What is color?

4. What do we call light outside the visible spectrum?

5. What is a blind spot?

6. What is the difference in function between a rod and a cone? Which shuts off at night? When light is dim, why is it best to look slightly away from an object?

7. What three colors make up color vision?
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Learning Goals Outline (continued)

8. What does it mean to be completely color blind? How is this different from the form of color blindness that is most common?

9. Why do afterimages occur?

10. What is another name for hearing? What do the following terms refer to: timbre, pitch, intensity, decibels?

11. What are three types of skin receptors?
12. What is another name for smell? What are the functions of cilia and olfactory bulbs?

13. How do animals use smell to communicate sexual interest?

14. What four types of taste receptors do humans have? How do salt needs change as we get older?
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Learning Goals Outline (continued)

15. What are four perceptual constancies? How does each constancy affect perception?

16. What does the visual cliff experiment demonstrate?

17. How do retinal disparity and visual texture help in depth perception?

18. What is an illusion? Why does the Muller-Lyer illusion fool us?

19. What is a reversible figure?

20. What is subliminal perception? 
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THE FIVE HUMAN SENSES








