AVID 4

Quartz Hill High School

Senior Seminar Research Component (SSRC) Paper

ASSIGNMENT:  The Senior Seminar Research component (SSRC) of the AVID 4 program requires students to research and construct an individually written document based upon a contemporary leader.  This person is viewed as a “leader” in politics, the sciences, and culture, both in the United States and elsewhere, who can be viewed as a catalyst for change.  Your paper will follow the American Psychological Association (APA) format and will be 5-7 pages in length and double-spaced.  This differs from the Modern Language Association (MLA) format which most of you are more familiar. You can refer to the website Purdue Owl to see the proper format and development of this document.  A link has been provided on Moodle.  

PURPOSE:  This research assignment s designed to prepare each AVID 4 student with the necessary skills and strategies central to academic success in undergraduate college and university programs.  The skill emphasized within this curriculum is the research process, including critical thinking, reading and writing.

· Selective and critical reading of different types of texts to answer questions or solve problems.
· Summary and critical analysis of the arguments in texts.
· Careful, focused and purposeful note taking.
· Summary, analysis and synthesis of several sources.
· Mature integration of sources into texts, avoiding plagiarism.
· Development of written arguments based upon evidence from texts and other data.
REQUIREMENTS:  

1. You will be required to keep a research log.  A handout is provided to help you organize this information.  This will be kept digitally on Google Classroom and you will update and submit as often as requested.

2. Your paper will be written in the American Psychological Association (APA) format as described above.  It will be no more than seven (7) pages in length.  Be sure to give the appropriate credit to the writer/author of the document you are borrowing the information from according to the APA format.  DO NOT PLAGARIZE.  Each “title” of your paper will be scored contributing to the final score of your paper.

Your paper needs to contain the proper headings as described:

Title: Create an appropriate title for the leader assigned

Abstract:  Summary of the full paper

Introduction:  This can be written when the rest of the paper has been completed.  You can begin this portion of the paper as “In this paper…” 

Methodology:  You will describe your methods used to find, read critically and selectively, and take notes on sources for the paper.  You will discuss your writing processes and the successes or obstacles to completing your paper.  This section will be a section contained in your Research Log.  This can be written in the first person “I,” or if you are working in a group “we.”

Leader’s Context:  You will focus on the historical and cultural context which the leader comes from and, if possible, on how that context influenced the leader’s life and work.

Leaders Contribution:  You will focus on the leader’s character, goals and/or contributions to the world, as indicated by the sources consulted.  You will provide a thesis statement, or claim, to discuss this person’s contributions and influences to their specific time period, group of people, government, and the world for example.

Other Perspectives on the Leader:  This section deals with either opposition to the leader, if the person is controversial, or comments by others about the leader and his or her contributions.  Interview and questionnaire data could be included as student research and/or ask others about their opinions of the leader.

Conclusion:  This is your summary of the person as a whole describing why this figure was a catalyst for change.

You will be able to submit your paper to MyAccess and make corrections up until the due date.  You must also submit your final draft to Turnitin.com, and print out a hard copy for me.  

This is a semester project.  The final draft is worth 100 points.  Your research log will be submitted upon request, and will be worth 25-50 points each time it is requested.  If you are working in a group, each person must keep up to date on the research log or lose points.  Each person should use different color ink on the research log.  You will be given one day a week in class to work on this assignment.  You must use the time given or lose points.  You will also need to do work outside of class time.

