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Did You Get It? Presentación de gramática 

The Infi nitive 

•  An infi nitive is the basic form of a verb. In English, most infi nitives include the 
word to. Compare the following infi nitive in Spanish and English:

 Spanish English
 leer to read

Infi nitives have many uses. To talk about what people like to do, you simply use the 
infi nitive after the verb gustar. 

 Me gusta leer. (I like to read.)

 Te gusta leer. (You like to read.)

 Le gusta leer. (He/She/You likes to read.)

Nos gusta leer. (We like to read.)

Os gusta leer. (You like to read.)

Les gusta leer. (They/You like to read.)

EXPLANATION: If you wonder why there are no subject pronouns (yo, tú, él, ella, usted, 
etc.) in the above sentences, it is because gustar literally means to be pleasing. When you 
say Me gusta leer, you are really saying, “To read is pleasing to me.” To get the sentence 
correct in Spanish, you need to fi rst rephrase the English sentence. Here’s how it works:

 I like to read.

 You like to read.

 He likes to read.

 We like to read.

 You like to read.

 They like to read.

To me it is pleasing to read. 

To you it is pleasing to read.

To him it is pleasing to read.

To us it is pleasing to read.

To you it is pleasing to read.

To them it is pleasing to read.

Me gusta leer.
Te gusta leer.
Le gusta leer.
Nos gusta leer.
Os gusta leer.
Les gusta leer.

•  When you want to emphasize or identify the person who is pleased, you can add 
the corresponding noun or pronoun preceded by a:

A Sonia le gusta leer.
 Sonia likes to read. (To Sonia it is pleasing to read.) 

A ella le gusta leer.
 She likes to read. (To her it is pleasing to read.)

• These are the pronouns that follow a:

A mí me gusta correr. (I)  A nosotros(as) nos gusta correr. (We)

A ti te gusta correr. (You)  A vosotros(as) os gusta correr. (You)

A usted le gusta correr. (You) A ustedes les gusta correr. (You) 

A él o ella le gusta correr. (He or She) A ellos(as) les gusta correr. (They) 

Level 1 p. 42
Level 1A p. 44

¡AVANZA! Goal: Understand what an infi nitive is and use infi nitives with the verb gustar.
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Did You Get It? Práctica de gramática 

1 Match each English phrase with the corresponding Spanish phrase.

 1. I like . . . Les gusta...

 2. They like . . . Nos gusta...

 3. He likes . . . Me gusta...

 4. We like . . . Te gusta...

 5. You like . . . Le gusta...

2 Who likes what? Choose the correct English sentence.

 1. Le gusta comer.

 a. I like to eat.

 b. We like to eat.

 c. He likes to eat.

 2. Me gusta montar en bicicleta.

 a. He likes to ride a bicycle.

 b. I like to ride a bicycle.

 c. She likes to ride a bicycle.

 3. Te gusta jugar al fútbol.

 a. We like to play soccer.

 b. He likes to play soccer.

 c. You like to play soccer.

 4. Nos gusta leer.

 a. We like to read.

 b. They like to read.

 c. You like to read.

 5. Les gusta estudiar.

 a. We like to study.

 b. He likes to study.

 c. They like to study.

 6. Le gusta beber agua.

 a. He likes to drink water.

 b. They like to drink water.

 c. I like to drink water.

3 Choose one of the phrases to complete the sentences in Spanish.

 Les gusta Me gusta Le gusta Nos gusta Te gusta 

 1. She likes to watch television. 4. I like to do homework.

   mirar la televisión.   hacer la tarea.

 2. We like to run. 5. They like to play soccer.

   correr.   jugar al fútbol.

 3. You like to rest. 6. He likes to drink water.

   descansar.   beber agua.

¡AVANZA! Goal: Understand what an infi nitive is and use infi nitives with the verb gustar.

Level 1 pp. 43–44
Level 1A pp. 45–47
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4 What do these people like to do? Answer each question using one of these pronoun 
phrases: a mí, a ti, a él, a ella, a usted, a nosotros(as), a vosotros(as), a ellos(as), a 
ustedes.

1. 2. 3. 4.

5. 6. 7. 8.

 1. ¿Qué le gusta hacer a Jorge?

 

 2. ¿Qué le gusta hacer a la señora Donadi?

 

 3. ¿Qué te gusta hacer a ti?

 

 4. ¿Qué me gusta hacer a mí? (tú)

 

 5. ¿Qué les gusta hacer a Leyla y a Ana?

 

 6. ¿Qué nos gusta hacer a Pedro y a mí?

 

 7. ¿Qué me gusta hacer a mí? (usted)

 

 8. ¿Qué nos gusta hacer a nosotros?
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