English 9

How-to Manual

1. Choose a topic- Select something you know a lot about and know how to do well.

2. Start writing your How-to Manual

3. Begin by discussing why I would want to do it.  Is it fun, profitable, will it impress people at parties? Be persuasive- Convince me I want to know how to do this.
4. What will I need in order to do it? 

A. What are the ingredients, the tools, and the knowledge?

B. Be descriptive- Tell me what I need and what it does.

C. Are there options- If so, which one is the best?

D. Assume I know nothing about your topic

E. DO NOT JUST MAKE A LIST!
5. How do I do it?  (Again, assume I’m an idiot)

A. Walk me through the process STEP BY STEP.
B. No detail is too small.

C. Be as descriptive as possible.
6. Good manuals are:

A. Comprehensive (they have all the parts discussed above)

B. Clearly written (Proofread, Proofread, Proofread)

C. Easy to look at and follow (be creative with your presentation)

7. Miscellaneous 

A. The final draft is due on Tuesday, January 20th. 

B. The manual itself is worth 100 points

C. It must be typed and submitted to turnitin.com
D. It must include pictures to provide clarity. These may be self-created, hand drawn or found online. 
E. By the end of today I want to see a piece of paper with:

1. Your topic

2. At least a paragraph about why I want to do it. 

3. An outline of the step-by-step procedure of how to do it.

When all this is done bring it to me and I’ll stamp it.  This paper, initialed and stapled to your final draft is worth 10/10.  Not having it is 0/10.  So get to work.       

